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To the Chriſtian Reader, 
eſpecially to my tender Flock 


and true Friends, 


Which are Inhabitants both of 
the bigh and low Church Pariſhes, 
within the ſtrong Town and fa- 
Wous Incorporation of Kingfry 
upon Hal, 


Henry Hibbert boweth his 
knees unto the Father of our 
i Jake Ca 
perkeBion inghory. 

Brethren, 
SS Age Solomon els os, 
&Y re is no end of ma- 


== king books, and much 


| [reading is wearinefſc ro the 


aL. 2 


—_— 


Ecel.iz,rs, {- 


—. ——— 


— 


'| ore almoſt tranſported to ſee them- 


- | Printing, One maine ingredient 


| = deprived of them both very 


Tothe Reader. 
flesh, get this hath been an ex- 
ceſſe in all Ages, and ceaſeth not 
5m Many (though for fitter 
to learne, and to be wiſhed they 
would ds ſo ) offeffing maſter (bip 
invade the WE of wr 4 aj? 
ching : And(with the Ports boy) 


ſebves in Prins, 
It u aſcribling Age wherriv 
we live, The Preſſes are oppreſ- 
ſed, and the world ſo choaked with 
Papers, that a man would almoſt 
conceit old Origen, Apolkinari- 
us,0r Chryſippus were riſes out 
of their graves. 

ads to my own Apology for 


foit was the Genilemans impor 
tity, whe was the ſad Father 
theſe two deceaſed Children, 


ſudaenly, 


_ Tothe Reader. 
ſuddenly, and left childeſſe. —| 
I received he Is py the rem. 
re of many more competitours Tor 
h / wg me (though well farm 
f X with quils) a birdof no ſwift 
| ing. Remaining « ſeaſon in ſuf- | 
eg ea man ſo long in put 
ng on by cloaths, tha it _ 
—_ pr «4 aint. How- 
Karp runs nh $7008 
' Another WA th 1 | 
which both God, word pr to) Ty hon 
| E that time take upon mine own — 
ws heving my ſelfe been ſome- in Torbire 
_ woder the like diſpenſa- Joe 25. 
| "we, and ſuffering the nip» — 
ne. Ki ſach promiſing hopes, [Hts /a- 
war eve experienced the truth pomp 
| 6 old obſervation, A (igne Gate Low 
of no long life, when the fa- 7 i 
—— M'/t-' 


culties of rhe mind are ripe fo 4 /«w- 
rere diſco. 


Ag cy. 


— 


* 4b | To the Reader. | 


— — 


,catly. But alas ! whe cam call back 
Jeſter day ? 

Adde ante theſe, Gods: band 
| io this kind w very ſmut, and. 
| the Dodavine ſutable, —_— 
'I bad alſo an czt unto like 
| profit, Writing ( reſpe being | 
| had ants muticy and meaſure) 
\'s wot alwaies vox mortua, 4 
| dead woice, but ſometimes vox 
| vivida, 4 lively voice, and hath 
'its Energy. Nay, upon ſome 
accounts, whereas ſpeaking ® 
bat like « burning coale, uſe- 
full neare at hand : Writing © 
like a ſhining Lampe, which 
giveth light fearre off. Let theſe 

Reader, I have removed 
» Sawae. | Armaſa out of the way, quit-/ 
oo ting quaintne(ſe, and flying in «' 
familiar Sphere. So that thos, 
med: 


— OO —C— — — — CC 


© Tothe Reader, 


\#erdeſt wot to make « refand having 
_ path 10 traf?, and nathing Y 


that] A 18 the world ts fam: 
a pen, 

If thou be « Parent, know that 
| Childrens viſitations ae alſo 
| thine, Philip of Macedon ls- Ater Philig- 
(ng one of bis eyes by an Arrow,| ye. 
found by whit was writtew wpon 
the ſhaft that it was aimed in- 
deed at bimſclſe. In ſmiting of 
Children God ſprakes ſomer 
ts Parents, thewſclves bei 
wounded through their Chil. 
| drews fodes, elfe David bad not 
' mourned ſo ſolemnly for bu fich| 16. 
Child, 

Bat whoever thew art let thi| nou 
mind thee of mortality, knowing | au: amict- 
pron now — & either pong rang 
F- or gained, When Jacob| Gen.p.ze. 
had fe « long ſeaſon a 

an, 


| Cradle, it is time for ws t thinke 


Tothe Reader. | 
ban, «t Loft bi heart was home- 
wards : 0 you, who have conver- 
ſed many yeares in this world, it 
i& high time to have ſome 
ioag s brevenwards. It were 
good ro remember our Crea- 
cor in the daies of our yourh, 
Seting the grave ſucks in Suck- 
lings. if theſe + s be done in 
agreene tree, what be done 
in the dry ? If death begin at the 


of our Coffins. 

Friend Momus, with the reſt 
of your Mimichs, 1 gneſſe your 
fancy at firſt fight, nothing can 
will thy, Tet 
tnow, if my book merit no: « bet- 
ter mans favour, it feareth wat 
your frown, And it hath thu 
wach more toemertaine you w:th- 


all, viz, That it i more caſte to 
carpe 


, 


 Tothe Reader. 
cape 4 many than ts compoſe 


"if theſ leaves br twrned voer | gavem pro 
by the hand of « time ſerver, ——_ 
queſtion not but be will like 1t well fr 
whilefs ts holds in faſhion + yet Jes | bic exit us 
will not be ſo anciuill, as to make perry 
it bluſb and change colour, whey | | qu# bis ſe- 
contrary blaits make biz face | + 
about and change bis judge-| © 
mens, 

bo I tell the more moderate, 
the daits are grown more ſcienti- 
fieall, ard it whard ts j f ade of 
erm = 
ode Sams Bf However, let | 
ike gems more wort by | Nemo ideo | 
the mea- 


po 
beloved prople, that have / 


—_  — 


EY 


1 The. 4.11, dying tobe 


Ephi4.3+ 


2 Sam, 20; 
19, 


mers this place, and owned mein 


To the Reader. 


comfort, that beth -< pr 


of 
elfe ( notwit —_— 
| {erate Jt) hav _ 
kept our ſebves even finger. free 
[from other mens differences, Stu- 
,and todo oor 
own , 4nd _— 
vouring to keep the unity o 
[the 3s in the bond of 
pra neon eo 1 qpreving 
87 bearts to God, ac nary 7) 
men, tobeof the 
that are peaceable and ver 
1n Iſrael. 
' Tow know yg fn 1 wt 
perty of ſpeech, how I aw promy- 
- nts Lenin 5 being wo 
Ciccronian, And that my Te 
lent rendreth me yather «'Barna- 


jpg It u not the leaſt part 


bas#han Boanerges.” Tet ad” 


Tothe Reader. 


the diuerfory of the Spirits gifts 
| fs tend all ts edification : And 
' ds like the Lauer from them that 
| are dexterow therein, Only! 
roald wilh ( a it was once ſaid of 
Bafil) that they who thunder in 
their doQrine would be careful! 
___ intheir converſation, 
We an Age can readily re- 
tart, Doſt not thou feare God, 
ſceing thou art inthe ſame con- 
demnation? 4d og 4ine, Thou 
that art inftruted our of che 
Law,and teacbeſt another, tca- 
cheſtthou not thy ſelfe 2 

Moreover, you ot not igne- 
ram of my fre FErwr es 
about thus ſe I wa forced 
is afford ſo many buds and bloſ- 
ſomes, as little ripe fruit could 
expet2ed, Ns more, le the Porch 
unbefit the Palace. 


1 


—_ 


| mo ——— 


Flyl.4.9. 


To the Reader, | 


[ here preſent you with what 
you had before, ſometbing amplifi- 
ed, Not waters of Meribah, 
Marah: «4s more ſotable to my own 
ſolitary temper, and ſafe for you, 
Accept my firfi-borne, And if 
God give leave ageive ts turne 
the Cock, perhaps the Cifterne 
#047 efford you ſweeter Waters. [n 
the meane time, and ever, The 


God of peace be with us. 


King ape Chriſtians,1 am your 


LES. ſervam in Chrift 


leſws,for the help 
of your faith, 


Henry Hibbert, 


m_ 
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ZECHALIlAH 12, 
Part of the tenth ver. | 


— As onethat is inbitterseſſe 
for hu firft-born. 


His Prophefhe may nor 
unfitly be compared 
with The its of 
Lahans flock, or Gen.z0, 


_ mon 1 atbenadly 39 
wo. it, being chocud- | Capes 
= vegnaung various colours : for it | 
is mixed and made up of divers in- 
> _ viz, - m—_ exhor- 
__tarion, 


| 21 | VV aersof Marah. "" 


tation, comfort , &c, , 
Inthis Chapter our Propher(an 
holy Herald -) ferreth the filver 
Trumpet to his'mouth, and in the 
name of God ſounderh a gracious 
os: ro.che Jewyſh Nation, The 
mRAamentis not more full of ſpan- 
gled ſtars, rhen Scripture is of pre- 
cious Prophefies and promiles, 
concerning their calling and con- 
verſion, And although they are 
as yer blinded and bowed downe ; 
Row.1t; | yea, ftarkdead and dry; yer God 
hath not caſt away his prople * but 
will one day ſay of 1ſ-ael his firft- 
born, as the Father (aid of the pro- 
digall Child being rerurned ; This 
my ſonne was dead, but now us 4- 
laye. 
If any aske how this _peop'e 
-  » þ ſhould bemade capable of fo great 
Ver.1o, (Meney? The anſwer is mg will 
poxre - any the howſe of vid, and 
| the inhabizarts of Jeruſalem, | 
the ſpurs of grace and of 104810ns, 
| That is, te Fo 


— 


Luk.rs.32. 


preſence, operation, | 
git 


ts, 


Waters of Marah. 


= _ w—_ on 
[viits, and graces of the Spirit, who 


' 
| 


way for from — hills, and _ 
2 


is both the worker of grace, and 
former of prayer in the hearr. See, 
the beſt of men are bue dry Ci- 
ſterns, and empry Casks, uneill 
ſuch rime as the Spirit drop upon 
them, We arenothing, we cando 
nothing, not a prayer, nor ateare, 
not a warme dehre aſter Chriſt, 
till che Spirir come, 

And this effuſion ſhall produce 
a double effect : for, * 

Firſt, They ſhall looke upon 
Chriſt whom they have pierced, 
Here is Converſion, Formerly they 


| rurned their backs on Chriſt,look- 


ing upon Moſer and the Law, Ce- 
remonies,and (e\fe-righreouſneſle : 
Bur now contrary winds ſhall 
drivechem contrary courles, Theſe 
ſweet gales of the Spirit ſhall make 
chem face abour, they ſhall only 
mind a crucified Chriſt, and ſeeke 
riehteouſneſſÞ and life from him 
alone, Truiy,in vane is Salvation 


the 


Jer.3.23. 


| | — - | nn — lO n—_—_— —_— — 


Ver.12- 


VP aers of Marah. 'Th 


the multitude of Moumaines: 
Truly, in the Lord onr God us the 
Salvation of lirae), 

And ſecond:y. They ſhall lament 
over Chriſt, They ſhall mournefor | 
him, Here is compunction, Oh! 
That evertheir fathers, and them- 
ſelves,by their fins, ſhou:d haveſo 
perſecuted, viiipended, and cruci- 
fied the Son of God ! Now fſad- 
nefle 1s ſeated upon their hearrs, 
They are wholly clad in mournine, 
All their Songs are Lachryme.| 
And thus a poore ſoule, made (en- 
fible of fin, doth ſupple it (eife in 
teares of godiy ſorrow, 

Which torrow of theirs is ſur- 
ther amplified and ſer out two 
manner of waies: 

Firſt, By theparricularity of it 3 
They chall mourne every Family 
apart, That is, in this duty huſ- 
bands and wives ſhall nor ſtay for 
each other, butevery one ſhall ſo 
conceive ſorrow, and be big-bel- 
lied with griefe, that they ſhall | 


—.08- 


VV aters of Matah. | 5 | 


Tore aq themielves, 
where to eaſe their hearts 
in ſhowers of teares, That is the 
beſt ſorrow which is done in (e- | Note, 
crer, a Dev with your owne 
heart ( (aith David n your bed, | pg, 
and be ftill, _ Tr fins 
Chriſt (whois the wiſdome ofthe 
Father) adviieth us very muchun- 
to retirednefſe in duty, and owr 
| heavenly Father which ſeeth in ſe- Mar 6 
cret thall reward us openly, It 15] ©) 
pr ys ma? is Not Cutting 
of Antick-faces, and contracting 
the countenance, it 15 not grum- 
bling forth vociferous groanes, and 
uttering loud and hideous how- 
lings, tobe ſeene and beard of men, 
that will gaine acceptance: No, 
no, The Facrifices God are a| Plal.g1,17, 
broken Spirit, But when a poore 
ſoulecanſequeſterir lee from car- 
nall , and finfull 
Yer our the noiſe of the world, 
creepe into acorner, and there fir 


FITOY in Gods 44% TW "ack 


7 Second'y, By the exrremicy of 


Waters of Marah. nn 


ſuch ſorrow will prove ſweet and 
{ucceſiefull, doubr'efle whoſoever 
thus ſoweth mm teares thall reope in 


it, to expreſie the grearnefle of 
which the Prophet compares it, 
2, To that mourning which was 
made for rhat religious and zea- 
lous Prin:e _ King Joſiah, 
when he was flaine in the midft 
of his 1o hopeful, Reigne, 'Whole 
lamentations were written and 
made an Ordinance in /ſ-aet, that 
is, they did not only mourne at his 
Funera)l, bur alſo at rhe dearh of 
others made mention of his loſle, 
lamenting the 4ame in all their 
dolefull Elegies, Even fo ſhall 
they look upon Chriſt and mourn, 


2, Tothe torrow of an indu'gent, 
naturall, and render-hearred Pa- 


rent, which takes up my Text, 
T hey hall monrne for him as one 
mourneth fir his only Son, and 
thall be in bitterneſſe for him, as 
one 


| 


Wars of Matah. 


, one that is inbitterneſſe for bus fort 
! borne, 
In which words rhere are rw6 
things conkderable,viz., 
1,Comparatio, a Compariten, 
2, Applicatio c ations, the 
EC that Compariſon, 
rue it is, the fpirimuall ſenſe 
' and maine ſcope of rhis Scriptare 
| es in the __ of rheſc,and o_ 
uvire a Jarge ecurion, 
che firſt is for of perk pur- 
' poſe. 
i Una Comparifon then is mw 
; mage our bya { , thas, 
Great is Ac {drug ygor yer of 
a natural! Parent for an ofuy Son, 
for a firſt-borne, that is, for the 
death of an only Son, or firſt- 


mne, 

The application is brought in by 
s arch of ſimilicude | as ] As 
one Ly is in bitterne ſe for his forft- 
borne, The Paraphtaſe runs thus, 
| Beho'd, any of yon Fathers of the 
Aeſh, that 1s an affectionate Pa- 

4 -- 


Heb.t 1. 9, 


mO_—_ 


«© 


ear. 


| 


'"'2 VP aters of Marah. 


- rent. and hath an only Child, 2 
| \weet and tender Sprig, an hopetull 
| Bud; ſhould, thjs Sprig be pluckr 

up, andrender Bud nipped : This 

Child be rakenaway by death :. O 

\| with what intenhve griefe would 
ou pore upon it | With what re- 

h part with jt ! With what 

blubberingrteares and blearcd eyes 

mo rabexs bewai.eit! Yea, with what huge 
peetore v#- and hollow ſobs would youfoilow 

Hey it unto its darke and 10.itary re- 

Me7.13+ | ceptacle ! Evenio, and far more 

deeply is that {oule affeted which 

is with imitren the ſenſe of fin, 
Much alſo to this is imporred in 
cheexpreſſion [ Bitterneſſe | which 
> wg ſorrow and anguiſh 
heart, Thus is Hannahs ſorrow 
r5am1.to. exprefied, She was in butterneſſe of 
foule, And thus Solomon ( a great 
| natural! Phioſopher) gives it out, 

Pro.14. 10,, The heart knoweth his own bitter- 

neſſe, And ithoids we'l: for, 1,Bit- 
rerthings are hated and avoided of 


nature, io ſoone as we taſte gall or 
woorm. 


AA 


| 


| PV atersof Marah- 9 


woormewood we ſpitit out, and 
what perion taketh pleaſure in for- 
row ? 2, They make the raſle bir- 
rer that it cannor at preſent re.iſh 
{weer things: So doth ſorrow, | 
My ſonle refuſed to be comforted, As' pin yg. 
hethat raketh away a garment 1n 

cod weather, (ſaith Salomon) $2, 

is he that fingeth ſongs 19 an heavy  ©49-25.20- 
heart, Pertormes a very unſea!o- 

nab'e and unacceptab'e office, And 

lſraclan Egypt hearxeneth Not tO p194.6.9, 
Moſes com: ortab.e mellage {or an- 

ith of ipirir, 

But I have on'y to do with rhe 
firſt pare, The ſumme being this, 
To be the Parent of a dead Chi'd, 
(That whegeas the Father; eye! 
was ſomerime cnrertained with | 
beho'ding his own Image in a| 
quick and ſparkiing eye, come;y | 
countenance, and well caſt rro-! 

ortion 3 now he ſeerh nothing 
bur adead Trunck, frigid ard be- 
; nummed limbes, a pale face, clo-, 
ſed eyes, and grim countenance : 
Whereas | 


OO > — 


— 


Altum ſilon- 
Liu. 


Dottrine. 


| 


Waters of Marah, 
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Whereas the Fathers care was 
ſomerimes affected with its lifpi 
Language, and chi.diſh Rherorick, 
_ he A _ bur 

filence, the mouch being 
ns. and that little filme of fleſh 
that made all che mufick lying (till: 
And whereas the Farhers heart 
was ſomerime delighred and over- 
joyed with this acceptable enjoy- | 
ment, now it is overywhe'med ! 
with ſorrow for the want of it: ) 
Surely wormewood cannot be 
more bitter, Our dicourle there- 
fore willcenter it ſelte in this con- 
clufion, Thar 

The death of a child ( a Son, an 
only Son, a firſt-bornE eſpecially ) 
muſt needs be matter of much ſorrow 
and ſadneſſe unto naturall and tender- 
hearted Parent s. 

Sadneſle properly isa Paſſion of 
theSoule.ariſmg from ſome diſcon- 
rentment ſhe receivethfrom objeRts 
_ ro her inclination, viz, 
either that is which ſhe my 

ave | 


OO CO *"0C DCC =o —————__—_——_>——— 


———  __—— 


- 


Waters of Marah. u 


have to be, or that 15 not which 
ſhe won'd have, or at leaſt ic is 
not ſo as ſhe wou'd have it, 

And this ſorrow is doub'e, ei- 


ther 
1, Thar of Paſhon, for the evill ' Doleve &> 
weſuſtaine onr ſelves: or. condolcere, 


2, Tharof Compaſhon, for the 
evill of another, 

Before fnthere was no ſorrow, 
Adam. whi'eft innocent raſted no- 
ching that was nocent, Burt fin and 
ſorrow werecomemporaries, and 
have ever fmce ( like Miftris and 
Hand-maid)continned infeparable 
Companrons, Inſomuch thar rhe 
ſecond Adam Jeſus Chriſt, under- 
Fraking for fins, was preſſed with 
lorrows: witnefle the Prophet, A '16.53.3. 
A man of ſorrows and acquaimed | 
with oricfe, And his own words, | 
My ſoule is exceeding ſorrowfull,even ' Mu..:4.38. 
wrto death, 

Bur for proofe of the point, 

Hence that is uſed as a Pathericall 
and Rhetorica!l illyftrarion of 


mourn- | 


B ! PV aters of Marah. 


Jer.z1-15, | Moutning, A wiice was heard in 
| Ramah/amentation and bitter wee 
ng : Rachel weeping for her chil- 
dren, refuſed to be comforted for 
i her children, becauſe they were 
| ot, In thisplace Rachel Jacobs be- 
loved wife 1s brought in as rai- 
| ſed our ot herSepulchre lamenting 
'the loſſe of her children led away 
Mat.z.18, | 1tO Captivity, The Evangeliſt re- 
ciring the ſame words applies 
' them tothe mothers of thoſechil- 
dren, thac Herod moſt barbarouſly 
| cauſed to be {laughtered, However, 
' both the Prophet and Evangeliſt 
'doimply what Rache/ wou'd have 
done, had ſhee been ſurviving at 
either of choſe calamnuties which 
her ifue ſuſtained, 
'  Anotherplace; O daughter of my 
Jer.6.26. | people,gird thee with ſackcloth; make 
' thee mourning 4s for an onely Son, 
| moſt bitter lamentation, Nebuchad- 
' nezzar & his Forces being to come 
againſt them, the Propher ulerh 
theſe expreſſions as the fitteſt terms 
tO 


| 


VV aters of Marah; 
to deſcribe ſuch a lamentation, as 
| the grievouſneſle of their calami- 
' ties might bedeemed todeſerve. 

I mention no more bur that pa- 
rale! place in Amos his Prophehie, 
wherein the Prophet forertelli 
what diſmall judgements ſho 
befall chat peop'e becauſe of op- 
preſſion, he thus ers off themea- 
jureof their miſeries, / will makes 
it as the moxrning of an only Son, 
and the end thereof as abitter day, 

Bur were there no Scripture-in- 
ſtances, this is a truth written in 
natnrall affetions, And we ſeeir 
in experience, this day here are 
ſome that mourne for an only Son, 
and are in bitternefle for a firſt- 
borne, 

And this ſorrow 1s not irratio- 
nal]: Forfirſt of all, Childrenare 
apretious poſſeſſion, Whar is pre- 
cious we are loath to part with, 
Children are richgifts, Loe, Chil-- 
dren are an heritage of the Lord: 
and the fruit of the wombe is bus 
reward, 


C— 


| 


ny 


Ames $,10. 


Reaſon Is 


Pſa.1 373+ 


Gen,z3.5. 


——Y 
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reward, And the more Chi'dren' 
the more bleſhngs , happy is the | 


| lornan that hath bis quiver full of 


them, Children thar are begotten 
whtletheir Parents are young may 
we to. comfort them when they 
ace o!d, Some there are that ac- 
count their Children burchens. bur 
Scriprure ( you = purs them up- 
on the account. of b.efſings, Many 
hug themielves in having tew or , 
no Chi!dren, but Near tn their 
way 15 their folly, for Chi dren are 
the greateſt riches in the word, 
And herein we come to receive a | 
portion of that primitive benedi- 


Gen,r. 18, 


- | ſach gratefull mention of his chals 


ction ſo- long ſince pronounced up- 
' on mankind, Be fraitfrull, and mul- 
| tiply, and replenith the earth, 

Hence o'd father Jacob makes 


dren, Theſe (faith he) arethe chil» 
dren which God hoth gyaviouſly gi- 
| vew thy ſervant, Chi dren wn 
bleſſings next unto our graces:gre++ 
'rer and. betrer than all wor dly 
| nes FOB | 
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things beſides, A wedg'dcheſty a 
full iraughr kouſe and ſhop,a good- 
ly Lordſhip, Cabinets ot Jewels, 
and Copboards of Plate are no- 
thing comparable to rhe worth of 
a Chid, 

In a word, what more can be 
ſaid? To have a Chidoivenis to 
have aſowe, yea, ſo many Chil- 
dren io many toules, and our Sa- 
viour tells us one ſoule is more pre- 
tious, and of more worth than a 
word. 

Second.y. chudren fit cloſe unto 
Parents aftections, and therefore 
not parted withall but with great 
reluctancy, Children areas ſo ma- 
ny pieces of our own ſelves ; and 
in that ſenſe to part witha Child 
muſt needs begrievous: as tohave 
a member pluckr from our bodies 
is very painfull, ( I ſpeake of na- 
rurall Parenrs, for ſome are with- 
out naturall affections, Rom,1.31. 
Being (Oftrich-like) regard efle of 
their own products : and —_— 

them 


5 


Mat.16,16. } 


| 


CCR MO—_——e 


———_—  — —————— 


Ezek. 16, 
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them to ſinke of ſ(wimin thelea of | 
the wor d, Itis very probabie the 
Aliegory of the wretched Infanc 
was grounded upon ſome known 
cuſtome, Nay, experience hath 
ipoken, how many poore Infants |* 
have taſted death from the cru- 
ell hands of their Strumpet-mo- 
thers: who have twice dipped 
their ſou;es in{n, making amend; 
for uncleanneſſe by commurting 
murder, But) 

Such is the affection of Parents 
inthefleſh, that Scripture uſerh it 
as ſome ſhort meaſure and icant- 
11g of the love of him who 1s the 
Father of Spirits to his adopted 
ones, Like as a father pittieth his 
children: ſo the Lord pittieth them 
thit fecre him, And I will ſpare 
them as a man that ſPareth his own 
Son m_ rveth him, Surely, none 
except Parents know or can be | 
ſenhiblehow deare a chi:dis, Nay 
ſurrher, when God wou'd givea 
full and affe&tionate an{wer to his 

— YE 
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peoples lamentable, bur ground- 

iefle complaint, he corrects their 
difiruſt by this fit fmulitude, Can 4 

woman forget her ſucking child, that 

the should not have comp iſſion on the 

Son of her wombe? Yea, they may 

forget, yet will I not forget thee, © 

tweet comfort to Saints ! Parents | 
which ate 4 per perverie 

natures, yet they willnot neglect 
their hone wat Is it nolld'e 
that the Lord ( the ſountaine of 
mercy ) ſhould empty himlele of 
his father:y affeftion and negleR 
has peop'e? Great is thelove of a 
Father, butfar more tender 1s the 
affe&ion of a mother, Hehce it is 
rendred by ſome as one caule why 
God hath placed the womans dug 
in her breaſt : That ſhe might im- 
part her affetion more to het 
chi:dby givinz ir ſuck with herdug 
which 1s 1o neare her heart, The 
lovewhich ſhe bearerh to the little 
one, that ſhe nourtſheth and tuck- 


|eth at her brealt, is almoſt unutte- 
E rable, 


2 Same.16. 


 IPhilem.12, 


ny 


—— kk. —_— 


rable, What care doth ſhe uſe N 


Wha reſtlefle nights doth ſheen- 
dure ? Nay, love to her lictle one 
_ her cleane forget her 
lene , 

So neare are Children to Pa- 
rents, that they are called Chil- 
dren of their loynes, arid are ſaid 
co proceed our of their bowels; 
So ſaid David of his vip'rous Son 
Abſator,Behold oy ſon mhich came 
frth of my bowels ſecheth my life, 
So that we may call our ſpirituall 
children, as Paw! doth his ſpiricu- 
all Son Oneſimus, noſtra viſcera,our 
bowels 


I read,that upona rurbulent ſe- 
dition in Thefſalovica, Theodoþ ua 
commanded that feven thouſand 
ſhow'd be pur to death, A Mer- 
chant there having two Sans put 
into the Calender of thoſe that 
ſhould be execured : their good 
old Father pur up a ſupplication 
for his two Sons : The Souldiers. 
pittying him, told him they could | 


nor 


—— ——  — 


Waters of March. 
nor fave both, for then' the Em- 
proce ramier ould fo _ 
h w one 
chooſe ed lr ould. The 
_ Father, almoft ke rd 
Redman, on 
could wr boars Farr Gov : So 
that while he delayed, both were 
"Thos the naturzRmorher(though 
the natur 
anhar'ot) i her Child indan- 
wi —_g \ her bowels were 
her Son; 
And _ about Abſalom,after all 
his unnaeucall villany; yet Abfalom 


is a Chi.d, Dralc gently for my ſake 


with the young man, even wit 


! and againe, Zr the young | 


man Abſalom faf: ?' And it 1s ve- 

ry obſervable in Job; that he (are 
Oh and did abide rhe boifterons 
blaſts of albrhofe loſſefull ridings, 

as being''noe very much moved, 
anxill he heard of thedeath of his 
Chi\dren; But O then, Children 
dead | —— $o ſoone as the re- 
| C 2 port 


> Sam 9, 


OO i OW GO O—_ ——__— OI — RC ——— 


Reaſon 3+ 
Plal,49. 11, 


Plal.04.3. 


” |.porr of this rouched his eare, it 
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tiruck him roche heart ; Ten chil- 
dren in the moming, and now a 
child efſe man. ! Obs, now he ftar- 
tes, now heftirs, nowthe poore 
farheris brought to his knees, 

| Jobaroſe, aud rent hisman- 
His and ſaved whos w__ 
owne upen the ground, Orner 
loſſes ma rol or bur theſe 
20 + + Children are un- 
ro Parents hke unto Teerh, pain- 
fall borh in brecding and part- 


on | 

Third:y, Ir is moſt natural! ro 
haveaneyeto the preſeryartion of 
hogan Lorry. that ought 
not to. up our innermoſt 
choughrs, ) Thus care we lee not 
only 1n the. reaſonable creatures, 
bur in cheunreaſonab'e alſo; yea, 
even in birds of Prey, and wild 
beaſts. who are yer carcfull inchis 
behal te, howſoever otherwiſe 
they be of cruell ard animofous 


natures; Thus the Spatrow finds 
her | 
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her an houſe, and the Swallow 2 


neſt for her ſelfe, where ſhe may 
lay ber young, Likewil the Eag.e 
ſtrrerh up her neſt, flatrererh over 


her young, ſpreading abroad her | 


wings,: takerh them and bearerh 
them on her wings: Thar is, ſhe 
carrieth them with ſuch render- 
neſſe,and at ſuch an height,as none 
reach them todo vio.ence un- 
to them, Nay furrher (lee the force 
of natures inſtinct) even the iea- 
monſters draw our the breaſt,they 
oive ſuck to their young ones, 
What piteous out-cries and chea- 
tingcircuits makes the poore La 
wing? And all is to divert 
Paſknge from her young. So 
carefull are creatures to preſerve 
the products of their own kind, 
And this caremuſt needs be more 
ſuperlative in the reaſonab'e Crea- 
_—_ unlefle horribly degenera- 
r 
Moreover, God threatens this 
to a wicked man as a very great 
C 3 judge- 


Lam.4.3 


| 
| 
l 
| 
I 


Job.r8.16, 
17,19. 


Pſal. 34.16. 


Pla.wg-13- 


Pro.10-7. 


| 2- | 
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—_— ro put out his lieke, 
bus name from among 
the prom As Bildad in Job vety 
5 br He roots thall be dried 
beneath; awd abeve thall bi 
branch be cut off , His remembrance 
thall perub from the carth, and he 
thall hav: noname im the fret, He 
hall net her have Son nor Nephew 
annong Os poop wy 


malt, Thefacs yy Xn 
rhens thas do exe: to cur off 
membrance of them from the earth,” 


And againe, Let his poſterity be ext 


off, and in the generation following, 
lot theiv name be blotted owt, And 
Solomon threatens him not with a 
rotten houſe or body, bur a rot- 
ren name, The name of the wick-d 
thatlror, Marke \ thallror, | The 
rot ( we ſay) is an evill difeaſe 
where ever 1t , wherher a- 

mongft herds or floc ocks : Bur never 
ſo i} as when ir lighterh onmens 
names Or memories, that either 


they | 


® Waters of Marah. 23 | 


they are mentioned with di grate, 
as a rotten thing, or not remem- 
bred ar all, 
a —_—_— a ro his 
As a grand favour,and+ r2at 
- ro obedience, i | 
he wil and hope alive their - 
. Abraham, the friend of 
is blefſed with a numerous 
Poſterie, like ro the Sand upon 


Sea ſhore or Sars of hemen 
ke eeemo fuel yrec of King D«- 
vids The Gd 


Son Salowen fit | the Throne 
of Iſraet before his death, And 
rhar promiſe adams Chriſt is 
one of the glorious things of the ! | 
Goſpell, He thallſee hy ſeed. And | 1.53.10, 
contrariwiſe, it was 4 miſerable| _ 
blank inthe Shwnemites eftare, thar |* $24.4 
ſhe hadnochi'd, And this 1s con-| _ 
ceived to be one cauſe why Heze- 2 Kig,20.3. 
kiah meired into teares when he 
received the fatall meſſage : Even 
becauſe behad no heire-male, his 
_= age _—_ _ unbocne. by, | 


_— 
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And Abrahams himielfe complaines 
of a great detect amidit all his ful- 
Gen.15.2, nefle, LordGod, what wilt thou grve 
| me.ſceing I go childleſſe? And there- 
fore there was a provihon made in 
Deur.2$.-5, the judiciall Law, That if a man 
6. d without iſſue, his brother 
| hound raiſe up ſeed unto him, that 
| ſo his name might be revived and 

| kept alive in Iſrael, 
' *Chi'dren are nothing elſe bur 
gene panzb Parencs multiplied,and do in ſome 
edificavit ; ſenſe” immorrtalize and perpetuate 


—_— them ; eſpecially Sons,which have 
1 flua [th &+ their name from a word 


rencam. | they beareup the name, and are a 
| ſupporrro the Family, Therefore 

the Church prayeth, That our Sons 
may be as plants grown up in their 
youth, that our daughters may be as 
corner ſtones: palizhed after th: ſi- 
milituds of a Pa[xce, Whenthe Fa- 
ther dyerh, che Child rileth upin 
his r oome: and ſo Parents havea 
kind of reſurrection in their Chil- 
dren, A 


_— —— YR 


Pſa,144-12. 


| Give them, O Lord, what wilt thou 

vethem? Givethem a miſcarrying 
wombe anddry breaſts, Co ng 
« with the comment you ſhail ind? 
ſo great 1s Ephraim's in, that the 
Propher is almoſt aſhamed co pray 
foriuch a people, and leemes very 
doubring what he ſhou'd pray for: 
yet, foreleeing the fearcfui) plagues 
that wereto tall, he tuppiicates a 
mitigation : That rather than wo- 
men with chi.d ſhou'd be ripped 
up by che enemy, or they ſhou:'d 


bring forth to the {laughter,and lee 


Amos $4l 4+ 


( as Zed kiab did ) their Chi.dren » King,zs, 
murdered before their eyes: he 7- 


prayeth roGod to make them bar- 
ren, Aparale]l place is that of Da- 
vid, 


Jer.32,30. 


— 
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vid,who in his great fraight choſe 
to fall inro the of , ra- 
ther than into the hand of men : 
Thar is a lefler j rather 
thana greater, this was 4 
ſore one, three daies peſtilence,by 
which there fell ſeventy thouſand 
men, Evenſorhe ,as if he 
ſhou'd — O . wat 4 
I in of this A 
web wilt thus _ i popes 
ftroke, Ir is the r _—_— 
of rhe rwonor to have children ar 
all, thanafter they are borne, bred, 
and growne to maturity, to have 
them flanphrered : and therefore 
ſeeing the decree is gone = 
we, ge, in mercy, O Lord, give 
aL tion of "ar | po 
that rhe Perition ſerves to - 
rate theenſut juements, Ir 
a moſt miſera when that 
ne tr wn xm 
prayed for as a 
Coniah'scurſe is thus threatned, 
Write ye this man childleſſe, 1 do 


not | 


———_S 


| 


was equivalent to being chi'diefle, 
and therefore very great ; for ſoit 
followeth in the next words, { man 
that shall not in his dazes : for 
no man of hy ſeed cthallprofper, fit- 
t ing upon the Throne of David, and 

"ey any more ix Judah, And 


was puniſhed with perperuall bar- 


Doubrleſle. among the Jewes 


want of children was a reproach 
both] 


PE 
- 


Litera ſcrig 


z» SawC. 


Pla.! 27.$. 


I Sim 1.6. 


Ver.11- 


Luk.r.25; 


28, | Plas of Manh. =. 


' bothto man and woman, This may 
| be gathered dfrom that of the Plal- 
mult, Happy « the nan that hath 
his quiver jel of them, (wiz his Fa- 
' mily well ſraught with hopefull 
'chidren,whuch are thole poliſhed 
ſhafts,) th:zy shall not be achamed, 
but they shall ſpeaks with the ene- 
' mies inthe gate, Thus Hannahher 
; Adverlary provokedher ſore forto 
, make her | becaule the Lord 
had ſbur up her wombe, and ſhe 
| cals her barretneſſe her affliction ; 
| O Lordof haſts, if thow wilt indeed 
; locke on the affliftion of thine hand- 
| maid rc, And Elizabeth, being 
 withchildafter a longtime of fte- 
rizity, beſpeakes her ielfe on this 


| wile, Thus hath the Lord d:alt with 


me, in the daiet wherein he lookedon 
me, torcks away myreproach among 
men, 

I wou'd not have any gracious 
heart ſtumble at this truth ſo as to 
hurr it ſelfe, Good men and wo- 
men may. be deſtitute borh of 

Children 
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Chi'dren and Nephews : And yet 
this is not {o great an affliction to 
them, becauſe God comes in, and 
makes up _ with a far 
more precious fuppiy. A worthy 
Grecian being mortally wounded 
by the Spartans, afriendtold him 
he much lamented that he dyed 
without Ifſue : To whom he re- 
plied, my famous yiRtories areas 
10 manychildrenro renew my me- 
mory: But here is more 3 for if 
God have denied any of -his the 
benefit of Chi dren, yet hehartigi- 
ven them a name better, than of 
Sons and ers, are cal- 
led the chi of God, They 
have right and priviledge to be- 
come theSons of God, And John 
ſpeaks it with admiration, Behold, 
what mannrr of love the Father hath 
beſtowed wpon us, that we chould be 
called the Sons of God | He that hath 
the Spirit of Adoption, and is hea- 
ven-borne, that can call God Fa- 
ther, and ſpeake to Chriſt as Is 


| 


= 


brother, K 


po IS 
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brother, 'and is | allied ro all rhe 
Saimes, ſhall find a falneſſe 1m this 
icualt relation, A name on 
earth, how honourable ſoever, is 
Hhabſe : But aname written in 
ſhall' never wither, but 
ever, Ir 1s no great 
marter to him or her thar wanrs 
Children, ff they themſelves be the 
adopred ones of God, 
Bnt'to # wicked man it mnſt 
needs be a-cvitrie, becauſe he hath 
nothing to make np this w4cwnr, 


. land this want, He thar at 


once is ber} Chi:dlefle and Chrift- 
lefle too. heth reaſon to weepe for 
his Children, and nor be comfor- 
red, became they arenot, 
Lat of all (to roach the u'ti- 
mare Pefiod of this Point ) fre- 
it s forrhefirſt-borne ro be 
feſt, and ro fir higbeft 1nPa- 
yerts eſteeme. Ard there 15 reaſon 
wixh delimitation ) it ſhould be 
: for they are ovr might, and 


thebeginning of our EY A 


| 


kno! w 


| 
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know the firſt-borne had privi- 
ledges by Gods appointment aboye 
the T for 1, They had the 
Prieſthood, anddid approach nigh 
unto God, till the Tribe of Lew 
miniſtred in their ſtead, 2, They 
had adoubleportion, 3,Andrhen 
they were Princes, for they weze 
colucceed their Fathers in the Go- 
vernment of the Family: and io 
were to receive honour fromthe 
CIS JM! 
ce (#) ry, Cx- 
cellency ofpower, Thannggy Foes 
was very prophane that ſod ir 
away, and Renben (uſtaincd a great 
loſſe. Befides,the firt-borne were 


to be . Andthey were a 
of Chriſt, whoſe prehemi- 


his firſt-begotten, 
Moreover, The Lord being di(- 
| y 


—_ 
— ————— 


Gods pecu.uar portion, and were | Exo. 1313+ 


Unngenit us 
nence above the reft of Saints is reſheBtn na- 
ſer out by Primogenitare, Roms.$, genitms 76 
29, Col.1.18, Heb,r.6, Apec.1.5. | peftn dig- 
Chriſt is Gods only-begotren, and | nicats. 


— —— 
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p'eaſed with the Epyprians, a flub- 
borne and tebellious peop'e, he 
ſhowers downe many plagues up- 
onthem* But afrer ail rhote hea- 
vy judgements, of Lice, Frogs, 
Graſhoppets, Haute, Darkenelle, 
Borches, B.oud,cc, he takes away 
their Firſt-botne : And this was 
the laſt Arrow he ſhot amongſt 
them, as themoſt dead.y and poy- 
ionons, When Parents awake 1n 
the morning. and find in their beds 
erery one a dead child, and upon 
a view diſcover itto be their firlt- 
borne, O then they how!e it out 
witha grear cry, A'out midnight 
(taith the Lord to Moſes ) I will 
£09ut into the midſt of &gypt, and 
all the f:rſt-lorne in the Land of 

eypt thall dye, from the firſt-born 
ef Pharaoh that firteth wpm the 
Throze, ten to the firſb-borne of 
the maid-ſervant that t« behind the 
Aill, And there thall be agreat cry 
thoroug hout all the Land of &gvyt, 


ſuch &s there was none lthe it, mor 


 #hall' 


— << 


_— - 


' 
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thall b+ liks it any more. And (o it, Capyizcag, 
was, for; It came tv paſſe at mid-| 39. 
night the Lord ſmote all the firſt- 
borne in the Land of Egypt, from 
the f.rſt-borpe of Pharaolr that ſate 
on his Throngamothe fir[t-born of ihe 
captive _ Th _ Dan _ m_ 
Pharaoh foſe wp inthe ni 

all bis rikhrg and zl rhe Keypri- 
ans, and rhere was 4 great cry in A- 
gypt: for there was not an houſe 
where there was not one de 1d, 

Thus we fee in ordinary, the 
firſt-borne -are oft-times- deareſt, 
They arglike to rhe firft-frair; un- 
derthe Law, the Pritne in Parents 
rag _ g'ory molt ofthe firſt 
Apple, rhe firtt Ch or Apri- 
5 the tree deceedd,,. Loe, is ic 
the firltfruit thatmyrreedid afford, 
Even io the firſt fruit of our body 
is moſt” joyiwl and welcome unto 


us, | 
| T'am hotfor undue parriality in 
Parene&' affections, whether to 
| young 6r o.d, firſt or laſt, We | | 
| D know 


_—— O'—— > - —— 
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know what hatred Foſeph's coar of 
divers colours procured, ſetting 
him our as an obje& of envy to 
his brethren, It had been berter if 
Jace® had ſmothered affections, 
ing him more, and ſhewing it 
lefle. And it is a part ofprudence in 
Parents,ſo to orderthe expreſſion 
of their love, as they give nocauſe 
of grudge,or malignant emulation 
among their children, 
Yer this is a ſafe rule to walke 
, The beſt arerobelovedmoſt. 
- race onght to be =o. Le) ro 
ave the preheminence whereſoc- 
ver, We ſhould love them moſt 
whom God loves moſt: Bur ſuch 
have the ſpeci of Gods love, 
and ſhould have ours, Which 
Child youdiſcerne to be molt gra- 
cious and tender-hcarted, moſt 
png and Boone minded, a 
rightly devored child, a pra 
child, &&c. Son or Daughter, Clder 
or younger, let that be your Ben- 
jamin,the child of your right _ 
T 


— 


— 


The te in the firſt placeprompes 
us ON to a ren 4 wah our 
friends in ſorrow. Taſte as well 
with them uh their bitter gall as 
{weer honey. An excellent inttance 
of this good office is held forth 
uncous in Jobs friends, the report 
of whole mijeries no ſooner tou- 
ched their cares, bue it affected 
their hearts; for ( laith che Text ) 
They came every man from his place, 
for they had made an appointment 
together to mourne with him, and 
to comfort him, And Pal is no» 
thing behind in this, witneſle his 
own words, Who is weake, and I 
am not weaks ? who « 4fflitted and I 
burne not ? Surely the ſame Apo- 
Nile laies it upon us, as no lefle 
than our duty, to divide both 
joyes and ſorrows with our Bre- 
thren, Regoayce with them that do 
rejoyce, and meep with them thas 
weepe, We muſt nor only meer our 
friends to feaſt and make merry 
with them: Bur alſorto ſorrow and 
| D 2 mourne 
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Jobz.1; 


2 Cor.11, 
9. 


Rom, {3.15, 
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monmn withthem,Weought torake 
part with them both in the ſweet 
andiowre, The twallow will fing 
with us all Summer,ſo long as our 
Clumare is warme, but when Win- 
rex comes ſhe is gone, Vermine 
will ſrequentthe barne while there 
is corne, but the proviſion being 
once conſumed and gone, they ate 

one allo, Yea, Caterpillers will 
cling faſt like cloſe ſriends whileſt 
any verdure remaines, but thar 
once devoured and they drop off, 
Ler not us be ſummer iriends, bur 
wanter friends, friends in emptineſs 
as. well as fuinefſe, friends inadver- 
fity as well as proſperity, A friend 
laveth at all times, and abrother is 
borne for adverſity, 

-Innatrure, itthe leaſt member be 
pained, all rhe reſt fympathize, If 
we ſuffer but a mip by the arme, it 
diſcompoſeth rhe who'e body, If 
there be but a thorne in thetoor, 
how - officious are all che orher 


members in miniftring their help? 
The 


- 


VI aersof Marah. Tp 


The mouth it complaineth, the 
head, it quickly, bowerh done 
the eye 45 intent, and the hand 
active to piuck it out : Such q 
harmony there is un the = 
compoſure, There is no Schilme | Cor.1z. 
in the body, but the members have | 25: 

the ſame care one for another, ; 
Sure Iam, we are all one bloud in 
Adam, and reall Chriflians are 
joynt-members in Chriſt, my 
thereſore,ought to be mutually af- 
ſeed, The Curtaines of the Ta- 
bernacle yere ſo tached rogerher, 
that ſtirre one andflir all: So ought 
it to be among Chriſlians,hurrt one 
and grieve all, 

Beſides, it is a great. comfort in 
calamity to have a friend condote 
with us; One calls it, The Salve of | Mrdica- | 
mans lif, intimating.that as a Pla- — wa 
fterto a wound ſo 15 one comfor- | © eb: 
tab'e friend tro another in muſe- 


es — OS 
- 


Rone:.s9. 


ry. 
The ſecond Ute calls upon us to | #ſe 2, 
| uſe all hopefull and layfull meanes | 

D 2 ro | 


— —— 
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ro prevent 1orrow in this kind, In 
ſhorr, ye that are Parents, carry io 
as ye may keep your chi dren, In 
order whereunto rhree things 
| challenge your caretuli reipect, 
viz, 

g See to your own ſelves, Have ye 
ne«er read what promiſes and pro- 
vidences, what mercies and immu- 
nities have been made out unto 
Chi.dren, who were themſelves 
none of the beſt, even for the ſakes 
of their godiy Parents, although 
long betoredeceaſed ? Read theite 
places. Gen,26,24, 1 ning 11,12, 
32 34, 1King.15,4.2 King, 8.19, 
2 King.19.34, 1/4.37.35.C40.45. 
4.NC, iy mo | _ [eat im- 

rhefe allaies of judgernent, 
tao of mercy. ro rhe me- 
rit or worth of rheir Predeceſſors, 
bur ro the promiles” of God made 
unto them: who alſo endned them 
with careand good conicien.e to 
keep the condition annexed rhere- 


_—_——— 
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Pſal. $9.30, forward, And = 
Saints in their wrefthngs with God 
have pleaded ir as a - 
ment, Thus Moſes, Exed.z2.18, 
and 2 Kings 13. 23, So that in 
ſome caſes the Child that is un- 
borne may blefſe God that he had | 

a religious Father or Grandfather, 

And if fo, ye may eftfoone gueſſe 

what i like to follow upon che 

contraty, _ 

Is there yet any that is left of the 2 Sung, 1, 
boſe of Saul ( faith David, remem- | 
bring his promuſe ) chat [ may chew 
him bimbeeſe for Jonathan's ſake ? 
And afterwards, thus ſaith he to 
Mephihocherh, Feare not, for [will 
ſurely chew thee kindneſſe for Jona- 
nathan rhy Fathers ſake, Even thus 
Children may receive much kind- 
neſſe from the King of heaven for 
their godly Parents ſakes, 

Surely,a man may be either bleſ. 
ſed,or curſed, not only perſonally, 
bur alſo in his poſterity, The blet- 
fings of Children are the bleſfings | | 
| Bo "WM of 


Ye 
| S 


Ver,7. 
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, 
of Parents, and Childrens puniſh- 
ments may be Parents, puniſh - 
Pſal.rog; | MENS. The Pla:muft ſhews iufh - 
cient y ,u-chole his imprecations, 
that wicked men are plagued in 
their Chi dren, Thus Cham. was 
curied 11 ht Son Canaan, ( marke 
the Text; not curied beC hams, but 
Geng. 25-| cxrſ-d4 beCanaan,) And comra» 
riwue, bounty and kindneſe ro 
; Solomon 15 Calied ag Gy kind- 
1 Kin,z, 6. | nefle to Divd his Father,', And 
J-ſ-ph was biefled;jrom his Farher, 


in his two Sons yo, and 
Ephr im, So faich the Text.” He 
blefled Joſeph, how did he bleſſe 
Gen.4T.15,| him ? The Angell which redeemed 
16, mefromallevill bleſſe the Leads, 

| Bur Scripture teis us, The Son 
xa thall not to the mqwity of the F a- 
20, ther, But ivery man thall beare his 
Gal.6. F. own burden ? | 
I aniwer, Here 1s no Contiad1- 


Aon; tor. 1, The: Prapoktion 15 
moſt true. it it be taken, away by 
regeneration, 2. The Son ſhall 

nor 


—— ———— - 2 


— —— 
— 
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not beare it in reference to eternall 
puriſhment, The [ We that finneth 
it thalldre. God wi. never lend a 
Chi.d co bei. for the Parents (in, 
3. peter Ca OE SIE the 
iniquity. of rhe Father devolve v 
—_ Chi, except he imitate his 
Farhers iniquity, Bur ye muſt know, 
1, Chj drenare Parentsgoods (as 
is plane in the cate of Job) which 
jultly ſuffer !ofs forthe owners 
lake, 2, Chi drenare(as ir were) 
a part of Parents, io that when 
they are puniſhed Parenss arepu- 
niſhed, and this is a more cutting 
Corrafixe and torment to Parents, 
3, Parents finis oft a caule of Chit- 
drens fn; For God in his juſt 
judgement, may cur a wicked 
mans. Poſerity, by !eaving them to 
themſelves, that {o they may fill up 
the mealuse of their Fathers, And 
when the Chid hath nor only fins 
which be ong to his owne indivi- 
duall perion, bur alſo_ revives 
his Fathers by approbation and 


imitati- 


j_£] 


 Ma23,34. 


42 
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imitation, then the fin is made his 
own : As a mancatching the 

dyeth of his own diſeale, oe Page 
he had the infetion, So rhat we 
may conclude, Children are very 
proclive to tread in Parents ſteps : 
And whenthey appeare tobe rheir 
Children, nor only naturally but 
morally : In ſuch caſe iris nſuall for 
the jeatous God, Towifir rhe ini- 
quities of the Fathers wponrhe Chil- 
dren, to thethird and fourth Genera- 
tion of them that hate him, 

Now Fathers and Mothers be 
not ( as Zipporah once ſaid ) bloody 
Parents, tor your Childrens ſake 
looke to your ſelves: That none 
of yours, when you are dead and m 
yourgraves,may have canſe ro cnrſe 
your dead aſhes,& ſay,Woeg alas 
that ever I was born the wretched 
Chi'd of ſounworthy a Parent, 

See to your God, Diſobedience 
ro the moſt High will render you 
very unnaturall and unmercifull 
to your Children, Sinning Pa- 

* rents 


| 
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rents do what they can ro make 
theit Children miterable, Ir was 
Sampſons Picea unto his Charge tor 
firingthe Philiſtines Corne, As they 
did nnto me, ſo have I done wnto 
them, Beioved take heed how ye 
deale with God:#ith the froward he 
willchew himſelfe f-oward, If ye walk 
contrary unto him, then will he al- 
ſo walk contrary unto you, If ye 
ptovoke him whom you ought 
to love moſt, he will bereave you 
of that Which ye love moſt, It ye 
have one Child dearerto you than 
another,by one meanes or otherhe 
wil Ggneyor of it, If ye love 
yout Chi'dren love yaur God: If 
ye defire to keep rhemkeepin with 
Godthegave,and he canrake away 
at pleaſure, The beſt way t6 keep 
ouPChi:dren 1s to ſerve him who 
gave us our.Chi.dren, 


Seeto your Children: Thar ye 
carefully performe thoſe Paremall 
Officesrowards them which God | 
in Scripture calls for at yout hands, | 
we 


ms — 
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Judg.r$,11 


Pfal,1 $26. 
Lev.:6, 


TW — — — 
_ \ We ſhall particularize ſome of the 
| PrimCviz, 
Firit then, Let Patents have a 
care theydo not provoke their chil- 
'dren, This the Apoſtle prohibics 
Epi,64, |Mmoſt plainly, And ye Fathers pro- 
, woke not your Children towrath, And 
Col-3.21, | againe,Fathers provoke not your chil- 
$a. | drew to anger, Some Copies adde, 
above what 1s ary 4 So that Pa- 
rentall power hath its limits, Do- 
| Davenant | Eter Davenant obſerves, that Pa- 
1/4» Coloſ. | rents may abuſe their. authoriry, 
2 | andprovoke their chiudren ſevera 
| ap” a " 
=” rem necenaries, 
| whick'by Ls of God and na- 
ture they ought to afford them, ac- 
' cording.to their power: Asfood, 
raiment, &c. A hn {o fonle as the 
Apoſtle bluſheth nor, ne bio 
1 Tim.5.8. ſay, Such a one hath, "denied rhe 
faith, and is worſe than an Infi- 
dell, 2-6 | 
2, By burdening:their Children | 
wath wicked and” unjuſt com- 
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mands, 


| 


EE Es 
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' mands.Such was that of Saw/zwhen 

| he commanded his Son Jonathan 

[to ferch his innocent friend David 
that he might be ſlaine, 

3, Parents may irritate and pro- 
voke their Chiidren when they do 
paſſionately and undeſervedly af- 
teX them with contume.ious and 
ditgracetull language, And thus 
Jonathan in his Fathers rage is cal- | 
led, Son of the perverſe rebellious 
woman, Reproachtull Language 
leavesa ſting behind it, very difh- 
cu.tto be endured, 

4. And laſtly, by immoderate 
chaſtiſement, Which is, when the 
erievouſneſſe of the puniſhment 
exceeds the greatneſs of thecrume, 
Thus the ſame Saw caſts a Javelin 
at his own Son fordefending inno- 
cent David, whereupon the Text 
faith, Jonathan aroſe from theta- Ver,z$+ 
ble in fierce anger, And it is tos 
ordinary for fathers of thefleſh to 
Cchaften their children according to 
cheir own pleaſure, | 


| 


Ver. 3% 


— Pn" AA Ine, 
_— — — 
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The reaſon which the Apoſtle 
annexerh ro this prohibition is, 
| Leſt they be diſcowraged, | Fre- 
quently hereupon, Chi dren fai: in- 
toan  Athymy. or deipondency of 
| mind, being (as it were) out of all 
heart, Whereby, cither firſt their 
Spirits ( if render-hearced) are too 
much ſadned : and this 1adneſle 
incloled inthe heart is like a moth 
to a Garment. or a worme ro 
wood ; bringing diſeaſes and im- 
mature death, Or ſecond'y, 
through too much dejetednefle 
they are made (iupid. and fo ren- 
| dred incapabie of any coniiderab.e 
| attaunments.or commendable aCti- 
l ons, Or thirdly they become deſ- 
perate and conrumaczous, whereby 
they provoke God, and God cuts 
them off, Certainly. Parents need 
| abundance of pridence in corre- 
ing their Chi.dren, 

2 Parents will not be found 
wanting towards their Chi dren 
_y muſt mind theur education, 

Nor | 


— 
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Not ny ficting them for anout- 
ward and particular calling, inre- 
ference to the world and well be- 
ing of their oo == 
vingan eye mainly at gener 
ns | ſpiriruall callpg in relationto 
God and their ſoules, Thus the 
Apoſtle, Bring them up in the nur- 
ture and admenition of the Lard, 
And God humſelfe ſeems to be ve- 

confident of his ſervants care in 
this particular; he ſaith of Abra- 
ham, Iknew hin, that he willcom- 
jon rs rare houthold 

er hins,and they sball keep thew 
of the Lord, to ds juſtice and judge 
ment, that the Lord may bri 
Abraham that which he bath foken 
of his, 

Bay pm gn 
v unto ecency, 
foreducation doth _— Rel 

on, Learning viour: 

ut have . care that ſauce _ 
not meat, Every one ought to ſay 
* his naturall, as ries ſpi- 


rituall 


OR 


KM 


Gen,i8,rg, 


b 
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3 Job, z. | rituall chi.dren, I have no greater 
Joy than to know that my children 
walks intruth,O Parents above all, 
be moltly carefu.1 oi your chi.drens 
—_— ſou:es. Himnah brought her Son 
a San:xcl very ſpeedily from the na- 
Chryl. turall to the iriruzil dugoe, 10 do 
ye, Begaod examptes to your Chil- 
dren, Initru&t them, Dutini good 
thingsinto them as they are Capab:e 
of recerving.Chi dren are ke unto 
Iſe.18.r0. | raight-neck'd bott'es admitting by 
drops, here a lirr'e,& there a /itr e, 
cafligatio- Yea, and correct them ikewile 
wes madice» | Whentheir is occaſion, (Provided 
mentoram | it be with moderation, and upon 
2 "*p neceflity, as — not frequent | 
raw.Carce, | 22d fam1 lar as daiiyfood,) Snch is | 
ia Pre.g1.z, |£hC reiterated countell of wile So- 
1 Sam. , |{o9m0r. We know how fatall Ely's | 
+ [indu'gente proved to his Sons. be- 
ing borh (lainein one day. and for 
the o'd man himle.fe. difficu!r ir 
were to tel! wherher his neck or | 
heart wetefirit broken, We leare | 


| 2 Sam,rs, | Alſ:l;m (that was fo much coc- | 
| SF kered 


mm — I 
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kered up ) with.ari heape of ſtones 
uponhim, And it ended far ſrom 
well with Ademjah, whom bis Fa- 
ther had not dilp.caſed at any 
time, x 

We ſhall diſcover _in our chil- 
dren many vices, which we had 
need to cut off whileſt rhey are 


youtig,leſt they grow up with them 
when they are 0 d, Ir was ſaid of 
Prolomy. that he was to0 young to, 


are iti Age chi.dren, but can com- 
mit Gn lake men, Wiſe to ds evill,bas 


Bur, O let nor any near 
relayon make us tq connive at 
wickedneſſe, or be ſilent at fip, In 
Cale of Gods diſhonour we pou 
forget our lelves to be Patents, 
them Chi'dren ; ung lin as a Ser- 
pent, the nearer it cxeeps upto lus, 


| 


the mote to flye ahd hare it, 


to do good they have no hponlodee, | 


reigne, but old enough to love | 
Har ots, So here. are many, who } 


| 


J<r.4.23, 


Youth is a plane vety flexible 
bur od gc a free Ah rſleaible 
E Youth 


- 


* ph jay 
bdrorl, 
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Y ourh is like ſoft wax, fittotake a 
60d impreſſion, bur old age is 
ard, and more unfit rotake ſuch 
a counterfeit, I read of Diogenes, 
who ſeeing the rude carriage of a 
did reach his Maſter a reall in- 
we, ſaying, The fault is not in 
the Scholar, but in the Maſter. 1 am 
afraid much of the fin of Chi'dren 
will be laid to the charge of Pa- 
rents, If we have apiece of ground, 
PERANES (IG and pn 
manuri niliing of ir,We 
delight th ordering our Gardens, 
and ſha!l we our Chi:dren? 


-| Ought wenotmuch more to weed 


fin out of them, and to improve 
them ? Children (we heard) arethe 
inheritance of the Lord, andthefruit 
of the wombe is his reward, and 
ſhall we reward the giver ſo un- 
kind'y as not togive . 6 educa- 
on oo have —_ bd _ 
while they are young, t 
they and we | Ln afterwards 
whenir is £00 late, Naboth would | 


"ey nor 


 Waersof March. 

norgrethe mhernanc of his Fa- 
thersto Ahab,Chiidren are theinhe 
ritancesgiven us of God, takeheed 
that ur i e wedo 


ro give them 
cothe Devill, 

Commonly thoſe Parents are 
moſt reverenced of rheic Children 
that have wilcly and orderly cor- 
rected them, that have laid 
the reines on their necks, and fuf- 
fered them rogo without correti- 
on, are moſt contemned and de- 
ipiſed of their Children afterward. 
Corveft thy Sonand he thall give thee 
reſt, yea, he chall give deleght unto 
thy ſoule, Adonijah ( whom David 
would not dif ) di his 
———_— and came ar laſt 
ro an untimely end. 

- A third thirg required of Patens, 
is, To mixe Prayer with their Chil- 
drensEducation, Whenwe 


_51 


Preazgi17, 
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- | Gait of holy Þob,. Her roſe wp car ety 
a:3he mormug, ( marke, this man 
payed: for his Chiidren-nexr tis 
heait,ardoff ered burns off ering cac> 
wy to the number — 


( he begs a particular g on 
| every chitds head, ) thus did Job 
* | continually, And thus Barbsbebabe- 
iyeakes her: beloved Son Sclomon, 
under thename of Lemael, What, 
mp: Son! and whut,, the Sex of my 
wombe | and what the Son of my: 
Vows! O'it is- good for Cluidren 
chat they havepraying Parents.and 
good. for” Parents _ rhey __ 
| chan Childpen jdpicienals, laying 

up Prayers as weltas Portions for 


them, The of fairhinll Pa- 
rents are as ſeed Yown infheir life- 
timeghefrum of whach their Chil- 
drenmayxzeape afterthbeyare dead. 
| Ireltyon, rhe times 
commung, andinow 18, that Pa- 
rents prayersmmay be of more profir” 
unto their. Chidren thantheir E- 
{tates, Fourth- 


”—  —— - 


| 
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TIES 
are 

dren. are grven £o {ucceed mn 
your : But beware you tex 
them not upto your ſelves inGods 


againſt Ek, that he honoured his 
Sons above God, thatis, did chute 
ropleaſe chemracherthanGod. k 
any fond Parents be guy of thas, 
your Chi'dren are (as Michel 

hou dharebeentoBerl) ur inares 
ro you 

En fu wh 5 > at _— 
allude to that placein Exckiet, Son 
of man, behe'd, I tak: amay y Joon 
thee the defire of thine eyes with 
ſtroke, That 15 bur a Type, marie 
the- Expobtion of 1t, Speaks mute 
the howſe of Iſrael, rhas ſaith thr 
Lerd Gad, behold, 1 will prof.ine wy 
Santtwary, the excellency of your 
frrengrh, the defore of your cyer, and 
that which your ſoar pretiech, and 
your Sons and your Danohters whom 


| ye have left SESS by the ns 


Truth 


ſtead, It was heavens complauns 


I Saw, 


Jer.7.4- 


Gen.41.40, 


Waters of Marah. | 
Truth is, theſe were a le 
2rown more tender of the femp'e 
and Arke, than they were of God 
tymſclfe, wirneſle their loud Ac- 
damations, The Temple of the 
| Lord-&c.and more indeed thanthe 
Lord of the Temp.e: Theſe, toge- 
ther with their Wives and Chil- 

were put into God's roome, 
and che defire of rheir 
eyes, Well (faith God ) but Ie 
plunder of their Jewels, 

ſhall be profaned, and 
Sons and Daughters ſhall fall by 
the Sword : Lie learne them by ſad 
ience, that they have a God 
i: ns ro have been dearer 
unto them than all theſe, And 
thus God takes: away merciesfrom 
us, left they ſhould rake away roo 
much of our hearts from himie'fe, 
Curs away theſe fuckers, that the 
ropmoſt branch, which affords all 
rhe fruur, not want ts due, 
We may love aur Relations in 


2705 — bur ( as Pharaoh (aid 


ro 


=  n————m——— —_ 


— 


wm _; 


'ro > Joſeph God will be in the 


| 


| ro00 much over an Abſalom, or | 
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Throne above them ; that ts, he 

will fit higheſt in our hearts, And 

uu reaton, he that dwelleth in 

heaven ſhou'd have 

che higheſt place in our affections, 

It is nothing but. meer, that we 

uſher our. beſt friend into the beſt 

place, Orherwiſe, what we un- 
ly advance, he will moſt juſtly 

downe, If this King 

Wie, a Child, bird} io is 

Throne, downe i it. goes, O then, | 

(as the Plalmift fairh of riches.ſo,)" Pla.62.10, 

if Chi.dren encreaſe fer nor your 

heart upon them. Joy not. over- | 

much imchem, You will invite the | 

man with the Gold Ring, Si "p 

higher, arg y beg _ Si | jam.z.2, 3, 

down lower; O 1 eck to all 

your enjonments,anchid wife,chi'- | 

dren,andall giveplaceto this more Luk.iq 8 5 

honourab'e perion, If Dagonſtand 

in competition with the Arke of 

God, down fals Dagon, If we dore 


| 


E 4 Adons 


———— 
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Adonis, weare in danger to be be- 
reavedof them, Rivamy provokes } 
God. to jealouhe: and then full 
' loonmay we bidadieu to our abu- 
! * * - *hiptwarhn +0 
5 | Beware of injuting or oppref-/ 
ſing the off-ipring of others, Eſpe-! 
| ro, Hua orer whom you have? 
| any Charge,  Be'ceve it, ro wrong 
the Children of the deceaſed is a 
; fin that weighs very heavy inGods | 
ballance, And were there none | 
elſe, God himſe.ſe will underrake 
roplague ſuch barbarouſneſſe.You 
| have a mo't fall and famous n- | 
Exod.t. |fancein the EgypriansThey torned | 
þ-35 cruell butchers againſt F| 
ſeph#s ſeed, thax hid beena Fat 

unto them: Anditwas all therea- 
| foninthe wor d they ſhovld hare 
| expreſled their fore tothe dead, by 
| ſhewing kindneſle to the Seine 

| 


But they wul deale wile'y with! 
| them, oppreffing them with hard 
| labour, avdro root them opt, of 
| at ;ealt hinder their multiplying, | 

every 


© — —  — 
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every male-child mutt be a Sacri- 
fice to cheir ſavage inhumanity, of 
ice how -t lty recoy!es up- 
onthemlely their firſt-bornare 
flaine, God T ofa 21es men in 
their own Coyne, fdzines unto! 
them according to the method and 
manner of their wickednefſe, $o 
that they are forced to fay wich; 
Admibezch,, Al have done, ſo God: 
God hath requited me. 

Thigke of it, you whom decea- 
ſed Parenrs have incruſted' with 
cheir ppoxe fatheriefſe Chi'dren, 
chinke of it, and rake heed pfinju- 
rious dealing: leſt God meaſure ir 
out unto ur” chi.dren as ye have 
dea't with thoſe poore Orphans. 
When eyer A are rempred to 
wrong them. ſay thus to your 
ſelves, ould Ihare God to deale 
thus with my Children? Wou'd I 
bare the rec oppo of the Lord 
to be unto t afrer phis rate? 
Se'dame ſhall you ſee the chi:dren 
of oppreſſours ſtand unto many 
gence 


—— — _— _— 
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Jam,s,6, 7. 


Plato, Is 
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| Waters of Marah, 
generations, Men are moſt bold 
with them that want meanes of 
defence, but God is the Patron of 
ks Weake innocency hath a 

av . Ommpo 1s 
rhe hor ge loptacy. God 
doth ſooneſt unſhearh his ſword 
of juſtice in behalfe of weake and 
helpleſſecreatures, The porre com- 
mitteth himſelf to thee, thou art the 
hel x4 the Fatherleſſe, 

oo e ſixth place, mind this, 
That ye make not your Children 
your 1mpediments, to hinder you 
in the diſcharge of dury you 
owe and ought to rmeeither 
to God orman, In themſelves they 
are not, do not you make themſo, 
Jacob had a numerous off-ſpring, 
and yet was a ſtrong wreſiler wit 
God, Job had many Chi!dren, and 
yet was an upright and juſt man, 
and one that feared God, And 
David had Sons and Daughters not 
a few, and yet no bar to hisdevo- 
tion, witneſſe his own words, Se- 
VN 


| 
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ven (that is often-) times 4 day do [ 
praiſe thee, There are ſome that 
thinke it an excuſe »fuſhcient for 
their neg:ett of holy duries, be- 
cauſe they have a great Charge, 
They mult rife earely, and .ie down 
lare,and hrrle or no time can they 
ſpare for God, becaule of provi-} 
ing for their Children, And if to, 
it will be juſt with God to remore 
away the prerended impediments, 
and make an experiment upon you 
if you will ſerve him berter with - 
out than with chi!/dren, ' 
A , there is a Generation, 
(and it is themanner of many)rthat 
to cover their coveroulneſſe, and 
excuſe their injuſtice rowerd men, 
p.c2d their care for their Chi dren, 
and affetionto them, Ard!o they 


become like rhe Lyon, That reares 


in peeces for his Whelps, and ty mngles 
for bis Lioneſſe, filling bis holes with | 
Prey, and his dens with Rapine, O| 
take heed of rearing from others to 
gerEftates foryours, 1c will be - 
WITn 


ET 
Ld 


Nahb,s.es, 
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— \ withthem, whoſe gaine fortheir 
| Children proves theloſle of their 
| | Children, ang their own ſoules to 
Luef vid boot, Salvian pincheth the pra- 
queanqgue Ctice of ſuch Parents, ſaying, Can- 
oath Jont, not men be Parents except they br 
as te rich ? Nor love their Childres with- 
aut debeart ont abundance Ayo There- 
omnino eſſe, fore tis juſtice God, either 
% —_— to take away their riches,and leave 
beros ſues {j- cm nothing to leave theig Chul- 
ne opum dren, or elle ro take away their 
mulvplice- Children that ſhould have inheri- 
_— "= red thole riches, for whom their 
_— unjuſt and COVELOus (crapung was, 
' Andlaſtly, Give up your Chil- 
dren to beat Gods diſpoſe, Donox 
dreame of ſuch a rooting, as that 
' your houſes ſhall contume for e- 
(4.40. 11, VET, your dwelling places wmoall pe- 
$2 nerations, and (0 call your hogs 
after your own names, The Goſpel 
cals upon us to preſent our ſelves 
as Sacrifices unto God, and there- 
fore much more our Children, 
which are bur pieces of ourſelves. 
Harnah | 


— —— > - - —_ 


| VV aters of Mara: * 61 ; 


Hamah revarnes her Son Sane! | 1 Saw,r, 
(whoſe name declares him che an- | 
| |{werofherpr and a free boon! 
from God,) as as he was gi-| 
ven unto her, And he is preſer ved 
wr drag Judge = 
called ro be a ry over 

ofteriry 


Iſrael, when El; and his P 
arecut off, pn are > ye 
trees become moſt fruifall, and 
Chi'dren areplants which flouriſh 
beſt in Gods garden; David was a' 
man much acquainted with the 
mind of —_ _ he found fit ; 
way ſo ſafe, in his dangerous flight 
bein his unnacurall Son. as ſelfe- 
refgnationinto the hand of God. | 
If ( faith he ) [hall find favony in\ 2 Samay. | 
the eyes of the Lord, he will bring me \ 5:*- | 
a#aine ; bur if he thus ay, [ have' | 
no delig ht in theeybehold, here am I, | 
let bins do to me ns ſeemeth good nts } 
hens, Let the ſame mind be inus, 
and{ay, Lord, if chou wilt yer m- 
iroſt'me with what T have, Iſhall 
blefſethee: Burif otherwite,.thou 
cagſt — 


——— 


Apoc4.10. 
Pro, 27.6, 


Mr Palme. 
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canſt rake no more from me than 
what thou haſt given unto me._Be- 
ho!d therefore, here am I,my wife, 
my Children, my all, do ro me and 
them as leemeth good unto thee, 
The E ders in the Revelation Caſt 
down their Crowns before rhe 
Throne, So/omon te's us, Chi'drens 
Chi dren are the crown of o'd 
men, and we ovght ſurely to caſt 
down the'e Crowns art the feetof 
Chriſt, Let us confefſe we had 
them from him, and deveſt our 
jteſres of them ro do him honour, 
One uttered a divine Paradox, 4 
Chriſtian is one that gaimeth by lo- 


will have us wil:ing to loſe before 
he make vs to gaine, To be ready 
to part with our children is the 
wayto keep our Chi'dren. 

The third uſe bids us moderate 
affeftions when ſuch occaſions of 
ſorrow fall out, I do not bid you 
vtteriy to wave affeftions. bur mo- 
derate them, Saint Pax/ prohibits | 

not 


— 


feng, and while he loſes be ſaves,God | 


: 
| | 
: 


| 
| 
| 
| 


——————— 
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not mourning, but mourning with- 
out meaſure, Religion abolſherh 
not aftections, but moderaterh 
them, Grace deftroyerh nor na- 
rure but rectifieth ir, Inmortifica- 
tion it is the carnalirty of affections 
are ſtruck ar, nor tons them- 
ſelves, Stoicks are lirrle berrer than 
Scocks, Such an Apathy tuirs net- 
ther with Relig eaſon,norNa- 
cure, God hath imprinted affetti- 
ons inman with his own finger,and 
will have them exerciled, When 
no crofle laid upon us fromGod, 
neither: offe of goods, nor friends, 
nor chi dren, wall affect ns to ſor- 
row;this is not Patience.but rather 
blockiſh ſenſe/efsnes.Such ftupidity 
the Lordcomplaines of in his own 
people, Thou haſt ſmitten them,O 
Lord, but they have not ſorrewed. 

I do not therefore interdit 
weeping upon this occaſion, naysl 


ſay weep, This is a fpeciall hand of | ® 


God, andhe hath a dry heart that 
weepsnot, His eyes obagey 
r 
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lachrymas , 


VV aters of Marah. 
far afunder, that affords nor ſome 
reares, On.y iet Grace on worke 
as wellas nature, Water this young 
plane we. have this day tet inthe 
ground, bur drown it not, Mode- 
rate 1Orrow, 

God forbids 1ſ-ae! that hea- 
ctheniſh practice o: makiogthem- 
lelves da}d, and cutting themielves 
forthe dead, And Chnit excludes 
thole arttfciall mourners, which 
were abour Jairws daughter, to in- 
crea'e lorry : Sceingthar affeti- 
ons in that caſe needed rather the 
bridle than the Sparre, And the 
Saints of God have let limits to 
their ſoaxrow to prevent exceſle, 

| * mavrnes ſeven dates 
for his deceaſed-Father, And his 
great-grandfather Abram mournes 
ror Sarah : yer, Jeſt he ſhou'd for- 
oet his meaſures.defiresto bury her 
our of his (gh, 


her chi.dren wou'd not be com-: 


forred, | 


| 


| act 
| ed; tome Saints have been 
exceſſne 1n this kind, Kache/ for | 


T” 
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fſorred, And Davidior Abſalom in- | 
geminares his doleful} out-cries, | 
O my Son Abſalom, O Abſaiom my 
Son,my Sor:Bur it 1s noted, as thetr 
infirmaty ; and inthe judgement of 
{ome of the Ancients, David did | Aug. 
riot to much bewaLe the dearh of | 8:7n, 
| ns Sons body.as the danger of his 
({ou.e, Bur affettions being rurbu- 
ent and head-{trong, I propound 
| 2 double meanes of moderation, 
VIE, 

And firit, we may moderate our 
ſorrow by diverting it, That is, 
Canfing our ſorrow to be conver- 
{ant abour ſome other obje&. Thus 
Artiſts ftaunch violent bleeding, 
by diverting the hioud,, and 
ing a vein in ſome other part of the 
body.” And Saylers whenthey are 
in a wrong courſe turne the Ship | 
another way; This was the Nap- 
kin wherewithall our Saviour Wt- 
ped theeyes of his weeping atten- 
dants, "Donrdeors of Jeralalem, |. | 

. 3-28. 
weepe not for me, but weepe for your 
b; 4s F ſelves, 


2 Jam. 19, 
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ebves, and for your Children, $ 
[vm a fot wr Bon 
your enſuing calamities, And fo 
much is plainely imported inand 
about my Text, They chall looks mp- 
on me ( that is, Jeſus Chriſt,) whom 
they have pierced, and they chall 
moarne, &c, which indeed 1 the 
ſpiriruall and maine meaning of 
is Scripture, had ir been to our | 
preſent purpoſe to have profecu- 


redir, 

Oſay of preſent ſorrow,(as Joab 
did in Ces Calc ) I may not tar- 
ry thus with thee, There are many 
other things that claime intereſ? n 
my ſorrow, and call for their due 
meaſure of teares, Anddoubriefſe 
this aiTy xere bor, god.y ſorrow is 
an excellem thing. One obſerves 
very well, That it is a good ex- 
Change to put away carnall joy for 
godly ſorrow : for then we ex- 
change Braſfſe for Gold, afin fora 
dury, Our of theſe briniſh reares, 


God is uſed to brew the wine of 
wn picicuall 


|__ 


| 


| 
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ſpiricuall conſolation, your ſorrow 
and conlolation, Your ſorrow tchall 
be turned into joy, It is good that 
preſent ſorrow do not exceed ſor- 
row for fin, 

Say thus wich thy ſelfe, Whither 
_ I looke _ ] tee not URS 

mourning ? If I looke above 
mez I have a Crucifhed Chriſt, 


| whom my fins have pierced, to 


mourne over. If 1 into mine 
own boſome ; rhere I find a finfull 
ſoule, deceirfull heart, and corrup- 
ednature: yea, there I view mine 
own 1 e.atheiſme, h _ 
fe, pride, coverouſneſfle, 

mous thoughts, oebickd 

&c. And it Ilook into the world; 
[ diſcover the monſtrous Gns of 
the time, beaſtly drunkennefſe, 
barefull pride abominabl bleblaiphe- 
mies, pteſumpru wt (up. 
profaneneſſe, i hndyOed 
places is diſhononred and provo- 


—— 


ked, In a word, evils {o horrid, as 
are fitter to ores wich 
3 


CEeares 
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tearces than mentioned with our 
_ | mouths, | 
T , Adde hereumo the muſeries. of | 
the Church, if thou haſt nor ut- | 
Eectefain | Ty renounced goodnefle, thou | 
[LL LOmAL es | {hair find caule enough to lorrow, | 
Oh ! Q ut f.ndo,abſtinet @ la- | 
chrymis ? Inthele divihons of Rew- 
ben, here are deep impreſſions ot | 
| hearr, The ieameieſſe Coat of 
Chriſt is ſad;y rent, Thole pottthed | 
and living tones of Zion lie (carre- | 
red in the duſt, Ir is even the time | 
of J«cobs troub.e, This 1s Zion! 
whom no man {ceketh aiter, Hhcr| 
waies begin to mourne, and her. 
Gates to waxe deſolate, Her pre-| 
cious Sons, comparab'e- ro tine / 
God, how are they clicemed as | 
earthen Pitchers ? 

Mine eye afteterth mine bearr, 
Wo is me my mother that chou | 
haſt borne me, Oh that mine head 
were waters,and mine eyes a toun- 
taine of reares, that I might weep 
day and night, My bowels,my bo- 
$7": 27 RON W &s, 


—_—__ kk 


VV aersof Marah, | 6g | 


wels, I am pained at my very 

heart, my heart makerh a noile un 
' me, Icannot hold my peace, For 
theſe things I weepe, and mine gye, 
mine eye runneth downe with wa- 
cer, 

Secondly, if ye would moderate | 2. 
preſent forrow, meditate 1ome 
| moderating conſiderations, This 
1s a vexy effectuallmeanes, and 
| much to this purpoſe may be cou- 
| ched under rhele three following 
pargiculars,vz.. 

Firſt, meditate and conſider O 
Gods Soveraignty, There is no- 
thing we have bur God hath boch 
the chieſe ingereſt in it, and loc 
diſpoſe of iz, What haſt thoy that | ; Cor... 
thou d:dſt not receive? Surely, ncel- 
ther wite,chi.d, nor any thing elie, 
{rom a morlell of bread to a' drop 
of water: Nay, from a thread to 
a ſhooe-latcher, Gag may ſay of | 
any of us here betore him, moſt 
juitly, as once Benbadad (aid molt 
un juſtly, Thy Sifver ahd thy Gold is 

i. 


mine. 


— CO EE 
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1 King,20, | nine, thy wives alſo and thy children, 
even the goodlieft are mine : And 
one of us muſt needs aniwer 

the King of 1ſ-acl, My Lord, 
according to thy ſaying, I am thine, 
and all that I bave, Or inthoſe 
Gep.31.43-| Words of Laban, Theſe dawghters 
ave my davghters, and theſe children 
awe my children, and all that theu 
ſerſt is mine. All we have is Gods, 
You that this day mourne for 
_ only Son, and are in bitterneſs 
or your firlt-borxne : conſider upon 
what termes God gave thischl'd, 
Even upon the ſame that Pharaot's 
danghrer delivered Moſes ro'his 
own mother, ſaying, Take this child 
Exed.z,g., | ©v49, and mwſe it for me, Marke 
what God faith, Nurſe it for me, 
[2 ay of you ſhonld pur 

forth your child ro nurſe,and at the 
expirationof the time ſhou'dſend 
for the chi'd: If then the Nurſe 
fhould deny you your Child, or 
e to part with it, wou'dir 

| Hot highly difpleaſe you ? What an 


un- 


% 


' 
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, unworthy and irrationall woman 
' is his, ( would yelay ) that hath 
'the face to deraine from me my 
' own nacurall child ? Parents.inthis 
caſe, you are onlyyour chi'drens 
nurſes, and you do but nurſe them 
for God, - > 7 7 app en: O 
' grudge not God his own, grumble 
not, repine not, when God ſends 
death ro your houſes, to ferch 
home any Son or Daughter of his 
fromnurle, 


and ſupremacy in God render 
alſo the ſole diſpoſer of all we have; 


away, either to kill or alive, 
O man who art thin that replieſt a- 
gainſt God? hath not the Potter power 
over the clay? 

This didfilence Job inall his loſ- 
ſes, he was dumbe betore the ſhea- 
rer when he was ſhorne to his na- 
| | kedskin, tripped of all, and why? 

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
takenaway, Thus Aaron, when 
| F 4 his 


And doth nor thus — 


Yes ſurely, either to give or rake | 


0 | 


' Omnia «x 
Aus, arki- 

 friogue de} 
aguniury, 


Rom, g, 21, 


Job1.21, 
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lus Sons were to fadiy laine by 

' firefromrthe Lord, Aaron b{d 1s 

Ler.10.3. peace, there was lence in his Spi- | 

rit, Thus E/; when the ruine ot 

his houte wa; reported, It is the 

1 Same3.18, Lord: Lithim ds what (eemeth hin | 

good, And afflicted D.wid upon 

this confideracion is as mute as a ; 

Fiſh, Twas dzmbe. (1aith he) /ope-| 

Pla. 39-9, ' ned 10: my mouth, becauſe thou «af; | 
it, It was Gods Act, and there- | 

fore he hadnot a word to ſay, Thus | 

H. zkiah, What hall I ſay ? for God| 

If.z38.15. himſelf. kath done t, Ard the 

Church, / will beare the indignotion | 

Mic.9.9, | f the Lord, O Parents, 1tis God 
that rakes away your Chi dren, | 
therefore take heed of heart-tu- 

mn ts, cr unp.icice murmurings, | 
God hath all rhe keyes havging at | 
| his owngird'e, Forththe key of the | 
{ wombe ard of the tombe: ard he 
will Jet in and ourt as hep.caleth, 
and who 49 ſay wmto him, what d ''S 
Job 9. 12. waa >? Methinks by this tume we 
| | ſhon dnot make ſuch Idols of our 
te!1 es 
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' {elves or ours, as for their deaths 
'togrow diſcontented at the Lords 
| appointment: Bur that Argument 
| ſhou!d ever ſway with us, Fiat do- 
| mini voluntts, The will of the Lord 
' be done, | At;21,14, 
| Againe, Confer inthe ſecond 
place chi,drens ſrai.ty, Lookunto| 2, | 
' the Rock whence they were hewn, | 
and to the ho'e of the pit when:e | 
they are divged, and we ſhall fnd 
them tobe neither Rocks nor Ada- 
mants, ncither Pear es nor D11- | 
monds, bur the oft-iprivg of Cnſu!! | 
and weake Parents, Adm begat 
a Son in his own !ikeneſle,aſter his 
Image, God bycreation made man 
| 11 his Image, bur man by proc rea- 
tion begers one in his own Image: 
' not only iike himſe!ſe in cordition | 
'as a man, bur in corruption asa | | 
| .. | Geneve non 
degenerate man, In this the man”, , 
| Chrilt Jeſus is on'y free and fingu-, (4,14 ws. 
| lar, Whocan bring a Cleane thirg, Terr. 
| out of anuncieane ? not one, And ; 
; Who can brivg altrong thing our of | 
a 
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a weake ? not one, That which «s 
Joh.3.6 | borne of the flech ic flech, The effect 
muſt needs anſwer to the cauſe, 
and the Product ro the Principle, 
So that although Infants ſhould 
neither |1ve to imitatenor approve 
the ations of their Parents, yet 
their death isdeſerved, For though 
they be truly called Innocents 1n 
reſpect of aCtuall ſn: yer they are ſo 
in reſpe&t of Original, From the ve- 
ry wombe they carry a depraved 
nature, which prepares them ro 
at evill. We our ſelves hatecrea- 
rares that are hurrſull, (though 
they never did hurt) becauſe of 
their pernicious natures, The Scor- 
pion hath his ſting within him, 
rhough hedonor alway ſtrike; and 
the Serpent his venemous poyſon, 
though he do not yer hiſle it eur, 
and ditperſe it, For their final eſtate 
we meddle not, bur leave ſecret 
ay yy roGod, 

If then our Chi'dren be weake 
and frai'e, dying azd withering fin 


is | 
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is thecauſe, Sin is the ſally-porr' 
chat lers death intothe worid, Sis Rom.s. 12, 
emred into the world, and death by endl 
fin, Look at your childrens birth, 
and ye need not admire their dearh, 
Birth-fin merits death-ſuffering, | ;ynabuts, 
Children have inthem at firſt a bad | ranc quante 
ſtock, and ſhou!d they live there | mexucre- 
wou'd be as bad animprovemenc, | #4 7 
This worme is bred in thePlant, | **** 
and this decay at the core of the 
moſt beautifull Apple, Adam and 
Chriſt are as two Stocks or Roots, 
conveying different fruit unto their 
branches : As the new Adams C hbrif 
Jeſms gu and life to all that are 
engrafted inhim, ſothe 0'd Adm 
ſinand death, {» Adzm all dye, in |) Cor.ty- 
Chriſt :hall al be made alrve. _ 

Sin is the ſeed of death, Andirt 
is apparent, an Infant is no ſooner 
born bur he hathinhimthelcſeeds, | 
I was thapen in iniquity,and in fin did Pſi 51.5, 
my mother conceive me, 1 preſent] 
p< the infection of fn, and io a 
ſubjeftion unto death, 1 was even 

warmed 


de, 


3. 


| RY 
Sciare moy- | ® CErtaune Philolopher, hearing 
taiem genus that his only Son was dead, makes 
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" . warmed in fn in my mothers 


' wombe. An Heathen called death 
E Xit ws Commun: * And rue IC 15 * 
\death hath both young and old in 
i bonds alike inviolabie, As a Gene- 
' 65, fo an Exedus forall, A time to 
be borne,and a time to dye, Hence 


 an{wer, lam very ſenhble, I did but 
 beger a morrall creature like ro my 
| {eite, 
Laſtly, 1f Chi.dren be an holy 
ſeed, & within the Covenant, their 
/ upon their deceaſe, conhder even, 
'felicixy, Sooner ſhall Gods right 
hand {orget his cunning, than he 
' will ever be unmindfull ot any little 
' one in Covenant with him, Indeed 
if our Chi.dten ſhou'd come to 
, maturity, and then dye unnaturall 
' and murtherons Abſaloms.unceſtu- 
' ous Amons, riotons and roaring 
| Prodigats. VwTcC., It ths evill were 
' Concomitant with our Orbity, it 
might be written a mourning in 
good 
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| good earneſt: As Bernard ipeakes 


molt fearefully of the cate of Abſa- 
lom,and David lamenting his death, 
Bur Chi'dren that are jultified 
from originall fin by Chrilts bloud, 
and cleanted by the Baprilme of the 
Holy Ghoſt, are in Abrahams bo- 
ſome. They wiſh not themſelves 
againe with their Parents.a5ſome- 
times the murmuring /ſrael:tes, 
Would to God we were 1m A&gypt 4- 
gaine, but rather they lay, as the 
Diſcip/es did on Meunt Tabor, 
Lord. it is 700d for us tobe here, 
Indeed here they find ſadenter- 
tainment, being courred with ca- 
lamities fo ſoon as they enterthe 
word, Their very tearesſeeme to 
preſage their ſorrows: Launching 
into iuch rroubled feas, where 
flormes will never ceate till they 
arive in heaven, Ir 1s cheirgaine 
therefore as well as ours to be 
ireed from the burden of the body, 
Neither let it trouble us that 
they are nipt intheir cender yeares, 


and 


”7 


Planxit me- 
rite David 
[uper parri- 
ciad file, 
cut perpetuo 
ſcivet obſtry« | 
Aum txt» 
tum Oc. 
Bernard, 


o— 
= 


1 Thel. 4. 
I7, 
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and taken away in their minority : 
tor thoſe that dye in the ſtate of 

ace dye in a full age, and are per- 
Ea men, What they want intime 
is made out in happy eternity, 

David tels us, we ſhall go to 
chem, but they ſhall not rerurne to 
us. Anda very Heathen could ſay, 
Premittimms, non amittimus, WE 
loſe not our ſriends, but ſend them 
before us, Why then ſhould we 
immoderately bewaiiethedeath of 
thoſe whom we muſt ſhortly fol- 
low? There 1s great joy in the 
meeting of {riends 3 wheh Moſes 
and Aaron met in the mount, 
zoy they kifſed one another : Yer 
the joy of thele meetings may be 
daſbed and will have an end, But 
O what joy will it be when we 
meer one another in the glorious 
Mount of heaven, never todepart 
any more ? Ler us then moderate 
our mourning, and prepare forchat 
meeting, When we thall meer Chriſt 
in the aire, and ahide with him for 
ever, ut | 
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Burt I adde further,[eſt this griefe 
ſhould overwhelme you, do ye 0- 
———_ it with the confidera- 
tion ot a ter, Suppole your 
Children oSould live _— a vrieke 
toyou, as Adam(Emperour of the 
whole world)had his heart ſadned 
with one Son killing another ; and 
David, In like manner Rebekah, 
who had a double deſire at once, 


murderous emulation : That ſhe 
confeſſeth, 1 am weary of my life, 
and what goed tchall my life ds me ? 
Nay, ſuppoſe ye ſhouid have 
brought forthto the ſword : Seen 
your lictle ones ſpitred upon Pikes : 
Their render limbs rent like kids by 
cruell hands : Orpluckte from their 
mothers breaſts, and have their 
braines daſht againſt che wall: 
Whileſt the affrighted mother is 
halfe dead with aſtoniſhment, Or 
to ſee your ſelves ſo ſraightned by 
famine as to devyoure the fruit of 
your bodies, your lictle Infants of 


hath it imbitrered with feare of a 


Gen,27.46, 


— — —- 


$8 


Partwrire &> 


 Deglutare. 


Ke 4. 
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— 
a ſpan-long : Being forced againſt | 
nature, to turne your tender kiſſes | 
into cruel} bitings, and tnck their | 
b.oud rhat ſucked your brealts, | 

( O rtendeP hearted Fathers and | 
Mothers, who knoweth how far : 
this Fre which is kind.cd amone | 
us may burne before it be quen. hed: | 
Seeing it hath tfach combuſiible 
matter to feed vpon, and tuch be!- | 
ows to blow it up? All ye have | 
hitherto ſeen may be only the be- | 
ginning of ſorrows, ) Suppote ye | 
ſhou'd live to ſee women with | 
chid riptup : your daughter: ravi- | 
ſhed: your Son: captivated laves : | 
not knowing what deſtiny may be- | 
fall rhem, bur moſt tkely ro Jive 
abuſed, and dye without burial), ' 
Nay, (which is ſaddeſt of all) have | 
rhe Go'pe!! rakxen {rom your Chil- | 
dren, Wou'd you: not niuchi ra- | 
[ther commit them to Chriſt in| 
their Infancy,and lay therup with | 
him ? 

The Uſe in the laſt place coun- | 


» ut | 
lelleth | 


— OO O—_— 


— 
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ſelterh us ro keep cloſe unto him, 
the enjoyment of whom lupphes 
every want, and 1weetens every 
Crofle,” The tumme 1s, 1t we can- 


have a Care to. keep our God, 
Though you part with"your own 
ſeed,yer, be ſure you have the ſeed 
of God: And this chi:din you wall 
cauſe you at rhe full burh ro torger 
all thejorrow, Say to thy te.fe, 1 
now ſeethe worth ot Grace, and 
emptineſle of all chingse!te: Nay, 
I foreſee a time when nothing wall 
tay by me bur Grace: Therefore 
if I cattmake nothuns ſure, le en- 
deavour ro make my Calling and 
Ele&tion fure, 

This hish piece of fpiricuall wit- 
dome the good Spirit of God d1d 
dictate into Job, He could nor 
keep his goods, Oxen and Sheep, 
Camels and Aſſes were gone: He 


cou d not keep his Servants, they 
were \laine: He cou'4 nor keepe 


not keepeour children, yer, ler us | 


2 Per.r.10, 


\bis Chi dren, Sons and Daughrets 
G were 


———— — — —- -— 


hold his God thongh he loſt his 
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were dead: Buryet, Job will have a 
care to Keephis God. Say to God, 
as ſomerime that great wreſtler Fa- 
cob,] will not let thee go, He would 


limbes, his life, We will be ho!d- 
faſts of ourettates and money, we 
willnot ler themgo, Oh that we 
could be ſo of our God, 

It is {aid, that when the Perſians 
were defeated and fled, one of the 
Grecian Commanders followed 
them wo the Sea, and tooke ho'd 
of one of their Galleys with his 


beingdeprived of both, with his 
teeth, {o unwilling he was to ler 
them go: Othat we cou'd lay ho!d 
on our God, as be did onthe Ga)- 
ley, even with tooth and naile, 
and ho!d him as our life, This 1s the 
dodtine *of wiſdome. Takes faſt 


| right hand, which being cur ofthe | 
laies hold with his left hand, and | 


bold, let him not go, keep him, for he 
i thy life, And thus the Church | 


deales with Chriſt, Ss ſooxe as the | 
<OLIEANE. . 


| 


| Waters of Marah. 
' had found him whom hey (ule loved, 
the held hem, and would not let him 
go, Having now obtained herbe- 
loved,ſhe wou.d notpart with him 
ne upon any rermes whatioe- 
= mmebyita hatd.y, and 
will not part with him light.y. She 
knows nothing in the wide Uni- 
verle comparabe to iuch a Jewell, 
Take all, on.y leave her this peat.c 
of price.and ſhe hath riches enough 
co make her fully happy. Whom 
have 1 in heaven but ther? and on 
earth there is none that I d-fire m 
compariſon of thee, Chrilt 1s the 
ſtrength of my heart and myporti- 
onforever, 

Come now.and lerus reaſon ro- 
gether, Haſt thou loft thine eſtate? 
| Here is a full Portion, The Lord is 
my prrtion, faith my 1oule, Halt 
chon lot thy Goods ? Here is a 
God that may latishe, He « #21 ex+ 
| ceeding great reward, Haſt, thou 
loft, or rather lent a chi'd unto 
God? Here's a Chrif in lien, Haft 
G 3 thou 


Plal.73.35- 


_ 


Pſa.16-9,6- 


Judg.18.24 


Hof.9.1z. 
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thou parted with a firlt-borne ? 
Here 15 the firſt-borne among many 
brethren, Indeed Children are an | 
Heritage, but God 1s the goodly | 
heritage, So laith David, T he Lord 
us the portion of mine inherit ance. 
The lines are fallen to me in pleaſant | 
places, yea, 1 have a goodly heri- | 
rage, 

Micha of Mount Ephraim, he 
choug ht it was ſufficient cauſe of 
complaint when he was deprived 
of tus Gods,7e have taken away my | 
Gods, ( (faith he) and what have [| 
more ? lallude toit, wemay lole all 
we have in the world and yet have ; 
more : bur if we lole our God, 
what have we more? Many things 
may, yea, all we have inthe wor'd, 
will one day give us a Vale.and de- | 
part from us: Bur we are never | 
(pit in the face with a woe, untill 
God depart from us, W, to them 
when [ depart from them, 

O then, get cloſer Communion 
with God, Crave familiarity, Beg | 


[ 


{ome 


' 
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ſome imiles, When the Creature- 
comforts howe faile and make 
away: entreat that the loving- 
kindneſle of the Lord may tarry 
with thee, Aimile in Gods face is 
better than a worid from his hand. 

Imitate holy Job, when God is 
| taking away be humbling your 
ſelves before him, praying, wor- 
ſhipping. 1f wedo bur keep God, 
our lofles cannot be very conlide- 
'rable, What is the loſle of a wi- 
| thered Noſegay, when we may 
imell co the flowers freſh in the 
tem ? Or the want of a Puddle, 
when we may draw water out of 
the Fountaine? Injoying God we 
have all freſhly and fully, God is 


better unto us than many Sons, 


Job 1.26, 


t Sam,r.8, 


——D——_ Ly 
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RuTH 1. 
Part of tbe cwentieth ver. 


— Call me not Naomi, call me 


" Marah: for the Almighty bath 
dealt very bitterly with me. 


He high and holy one 
of heaven, wiſe 
diſpoſer of all things 
is a moſt free Agent, 

owing unto ne Creature an ac- 

count ' of his ations, Whatſoever 
the Lordpleaſed that did he in heaven 
andin earth: __ all places, Tus 

4 


—_—... 


8 


Plal.n35.6, 
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Goddorh all in righteovineſſe, and 
there is alwaics amoli Wale realgn 
of his will * rhongh unto -u8 his 
will muſt be a ſufficient reaſon. 

His actings are Ike unto him- 

Roma1i.33+ ſcife, degpg and myſterious, How 

wefearrbAl- are -s judgement hand 
hisw cies paſt f ding on: ? As loone 
may a man w ar through the Sea, 

as pale through his bortomreſle | 
depths: Or ho.d all the water of 
it inhis hand, as comprehend his 
proceedines; ' They are \uch as can 
neither be exprefled in words, nor ; 
fathomed”- with man's reaton : 
Higher above us than the ſpang w1 
heavens,and deeper be.ow us,than | 
the Center of the carth, 

; If then jF-be Gods part.to act 
| his will, it is lurey ours to ſubmir 
to that will, as holy, juſt, and un- 
errivg, Rerercnt, iy adoring what | 

|-weare unab;Cc 19 com prehend, To} 
; this end I hcre preient you with a 
| P10us patterne, the imitab'c exam- | 
pe of this hoy Matron N.omy, 

_ The! 


Tc — — —_ —— — - _— 


— 
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- The laſt timeI appeared in work 
of this nature (Gnce whena poore 
pittance hath paſled ) we did in- 
licad of ſweet Ipices, pound galls, 
I meane, preach of bitter 2nefe, 
And bcing now called upon the 
like occahon, I know nothing more 
ſeaſonable than the like Subject, 


Suffer me therefore once more to 
requite my bay and ſweet water | 
with a iprig of wormewodd : 
That we may a little fit down by 
che Rivers, and hang our Harpes| 

| 

| 


uponthe Wilows : Yea, thatour 
| Harpe may be turnedinto mourn- 
ing, and our Organ intothe voice: 
Of them that Weep, Call me not | 
| Naomi, call me Marah: for the Al- 
might , hath dealt very bitterly with 
me, 
The Chapter preſcnts us with a 
| Tragical ſtory,concerning the great 
afiction that beſell a good wo- 
man: in all which ſhe was ſuppor- 
| red by God, and left as a parterne 


| of faith and patience to ſucceeding 
Ages, 


Pfal.129, 


Jo> 30, 31, 


— 


- _— ——  — WI 


Cs, 
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Ages, The Series of Gods provi- 
dence concerning her runs thus : A 
Famine 15 ſent upon the whole 
Land of Iſrael, occaſioned (as our 
Divines conceive,and is very preg- 
nant ) by thoſe plundering and 
ipoyline Tyrants, the Midianit es: 
who waſted the Country for many 
Ver.x. | yeares together, Whereupon El;- 
melech, ( a man of Bethlehem Ju- 
dah ) with this Naomi his Wife, 
and Mahlon and Chilion their two 
Sons, are forced to flee from the 
mouth of this meager deyourer, 
and ſeek ſuſtenance in the Land of 
Moab, 

There ſhe had not long ſojour- 
ned, but meets with a cartdiſpen- 
ſation : beingin amanner ſtript ar 
onee of all her outward helps,and 
bereft of her chiefeſt and choiceſt 
friends, Her Husband and both her 
Sons dye, and ſhe (poore widdow) 
remaines in a deislate and diſ- 
conſolate condition: being left 
to the wide world in a wn 

a 


— 


Ver.1,:, 


Ver,3,5- 


— 
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and heatheniſk Countrey, 
Yer ſo ſoon as ſhe heares God: 

bad viſited his people with plenty, | 
ſhe endeavours ſome mitigation of 
her milery, by returning to her na- 
tive place, accompanied with the 
two yong widdows her daughters , 
in Law, Bythe way ſhe uſerh ſome |, , X 
diffwafive Rherorick, as one defi- ——_ 
rous to diimifle them: And whe- 
ther ſhe ſpeake ſer1ouſly, our of her 
love towards them, as loath to 
bring them into an affifted condi- 
tion, by living with her in extreme 
poverty : Or becauſe ſhe wou'd ry 
the rruth and conſtancy of their 
affection towards her, I leave to 
others. Burthis is theeffe&t, the | yer.s,s, 
one i5diflwaded, the other is nor, | &c, 
Werein Orp-h 1s the embleme of a 
temporary profeſſour, but Rach p ; 
beares the reſemblance of a reſol- 

vedSaint, Ir 1s our duty co follow 
- Lambe whitherſoever he goeth, 
Nor only to Mount Tabor, but 
Mount Calvary, Not enly to = 
ho! 


Fm IG 
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hold him when he isglorified, bur 


to {tand by him when he is cruci- 
fied, It is expected we ſhould love 
Chriſt with the Crofle, as well as 
Chriſt with the Crown, In matters 
of Religion we mult pur on reſoly- 
'tion, God 1oves iixed Saints, [ntreat 
Ver.16,17, | me mt to leave thee, or to returne 
BR | from following ef; er thee: for whither 
| thou goeſt I will go: and where thou 
| lodgeſt I will lodge: thy people (hall 
| be my people, and thy God my God, 
No ſooner ſers ſhe foot in the 
City of Bethlehem butthe report is 
| carried abroad upon the\ſwiſt wing 
' of fame ; where all Aock about to 
Ver.t9: ' gaze uponhex, with wonderment 
' admiring her great change, Whar a 
'tpeRtacle is this ? Is this Naomi? 
As it were doubring whether i 
Niue, | were ſhe or not, How ſtrangely 
1s ſhe airered ? Great afflictions 
may deface our outward goodii- 
nels, thatmen can icarcerake cog- 
nizanceof us, We may be ſuch alre- 
red Creatures,as to become ſtrange | 
LO | 


—_— 


CB — 


| 


a 
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| ro our famiiars, Only here is our 
comfort, if wehave the marke of 
election upon our ſoules, which 
Chriſt can never forget, And ne- 
ver are men miſerable til he ſay, 
Depart from mel know you not, 

From this doubting queſtion of 
theirs, ſhe takes occaſion to frame 
this anlwer, Call me nor Naomi,call 
me Marah: 'for the Almighty hath 
dealt wery bitterly with me, 
thus having brought her home 
to her City, we are come home to 
our Text, 

Which we may digeſt into 

1, A Doctrine, 
2, And Ute, 

The Doctrine is not the preach- 
ing of the word, bur the language 
ot theRod, Heare ye the rod, and 
who hath appointed it, The Rod hath 
a mourh ro ſpeake, if we havean 
careto heare, 

The Uſe isnor only verball, bur 
vertuall and Practicall, ſhe heares 
apr rod, ſhe accepts the puniſh- 


ment, 


93 


nn — —_——— 


Mic.6.9, 


Heb.12-11, 


Naim, c3vi* 
las, ve! no- 
men oppidi, 


tate &f fot, 
Guich, & 
Mint, 
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ment, the rod is {andified, It is 
like Jonathans rod, there 1s honey 
upon the end of it. It is like Aaron; 
rod, it buds and yee'ds iruit, even 
the peaceable fruit of righteouſ- 
m#fjye, | 

he Do&rine ſpeakes birter and 
heavy affliction,T he A/mighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with mee , 

The Ute ſpeakes humble fub- 
miſſion and (ubjetion, ſhe is lenh- 
ble of it, ſhe ſubmits ro it: Call 
me not Naomi ,call me Marah, The 
firſt of theſe is for our preſent pur- 
pole, and the later will be coinci- 
dent in the diſcourſe, Let us firlt 
labour to give a little light into the 
words by way of Explication, }. . 

Call we not Naomu, call me Ma- 
rah,] Naomi fignifieth ſwcer, or 


plealant and deleQable, and ſome- 


ab amenit«- | times beautitull, From this word 
te, juexndi= | rhe Hebrews did oft-times deno- 


minate Cities, becauſe of their 
beautifull buildings, and tweet 
and p'iealant ſcituation, 
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And Marsh ftgnifieth bitrerneſs, 
ſo weread of the waters of Ma- 
rah, the Iſraelites could not drinke 
of the waters becaule they were 
bitrer, cherefore rhe name of the 
place was called Marah, or bitter- 
_——_—_ 15.23, The Greeks do 

ea very Empharticall word, fhgni- 
| wh a" things as do diiguſt 
the taſte, and diſpleaſe the tenſe of 

ing. The ſumme is, ſhe ſub- 
mits to Gods hand, and deſires to 
be called by a name ſuitable to her 
condition, 

The Almighty hath dealt 
bitterly with me,| 1 conceive theſe 
ro be the wo = aw mur- 
muring, (t the beſt are a 
ro _ e __ under ach 
a condition ) bur of one ſenſible of 
Gods heavy hand, and bemoani 
her owneeſtate, As if ſheſhou! 
__ _ hath __ p a = 

itter pill and diigul aught 

A deining me of my husband 
andtwo Sons, and bringing me in- 
ro 


—— 


—— — — 


hn 


- 


- 


Jr. 19, 


2. 
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Lo this low poſture of poverty, for 
ſo it follows, I went forth full, and 
the Lord hath brought me hom: 
againe empiy, and chus, The ©Al- 
mighty hath dealt very bitterly with 
me, 
Amongſt the reft foure things 
are very bitter.i, Sin,cvety act of 
fin is a declining of God, whoſe 
o!ory is thechiete marke we ought 
colevell at,and this is an evillrhing 
and bitter, Sin 1s ike Jhz's book, 
tweet in the mouth, bur burer mn 
the belly, As. Abzcr faid of the 
Sword. It will be bitterneſſe in the 
Ltter end, It 1s (weet 1n the com- 
mitring, bur flingeth afterward, 
Let a man offer us wormewood, fo 


een 


ſoone as we taſte 1t weſpitit out of | 
our months, Sin 18. more bitter | 
'cthan wormewood therefore away | 
[with it, Chriſtians, Ifay no more, | 
when once you come to taſte the | 
[pangs of death, you will ſay, ah! 
Sins birrer, 

| The wrarhfull dimieature off 
God. 


— 


—— -- - 
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God, O you may be preſer- 
ved (rom aig this Cup, Pray it 
may paſle from you, A dram, a 

of divine wrath is ſoule-un- 
doing, lerthall and morrtiferous, 
O wo to the damned, that muſt 
[ſuck the very dregs of Gods dit- 


of wrath in the darke and deep 
Cellar of hell for evermore, 

Death is a bitrer thing, When 
Agag was ſpared by Saw, and 
doubred not to receive good quar- 
ter from Samwel,he laid, ſurely the 
| bitterneſſe of decrh is paſt, By ta- 

ſting ſicknefle,cthe brim ofthus cup, 
ye may guels whar birrernels there 
151n the bottome, 

And laſtly, grievous ations 
are very bitrer, Becauſe they do 
render the life bitter, and make the 
condition grievous, Great afflict- 
ons may be called Waters of Marah. 
Inthisſenle it is that Naomi ſpeaks; 
, And ſome among us may this day 
_ ſomerhing our of the hike 

H experience, 


pleaſure, and drinke whole Vials | 
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experience, The Almighty hath 
dealt very bitterly with me, Now 
to the Paint, 

God Almighty ſometimes de ales 
very bitterly with bis beautifull avd 
beloved ones, 

Every true Saint of God is his 
Hophſihah and Beanla, God's de- 
light is in them, and he is married 
tothem, They are his Naom:'s his 
beaurifull, pleaſant, and delectable 
ones, Ard yer thele po.uſhed and 
poo peeces may lye under very 

irrer diipenſations, 

God doth not alwaies enter- 
taine his people with Apples and 
F.agons : Bur ſometimes feeds 
chem with bread of affliction, and 
with water of affliction, Here is 
Naowi a pretious woman, whole 
name ditpofition both render 
her and amiable, and yer 
ipeakes of birter dealing from the 


Ee 


Lord, Neither is ſhe ſingle, or paſ- 
{eth a!one in ſuch ſufferings, for 


clouds of witneſſes keep —_ - 


En 


———— - 


War s of Marah - 


and joint-harmony with her in 
this water-muſick, And though ir 
is moſt rrue, Saints never drunke 


ny 

may be mu intheir cup, 
Adder bn 

Job(a man whom Scripture ſeems 
to Canonize for an eminent Saint, 
and patterne of —_— have 
heard ofthe patience of 7 % 
reads a decree againſt himſe#,wrir- 
ten with gall and wormewood, 
Thea writeſt bitterthings againſt me, 
Againſt me? Againſt whom? Job 
| -| whoor whatare you ? Be pleaſed 
to rake Gods own teftimonie, if 
heavens witneſle maypaſſe,[ paſſe, 
A perfeit and mpright man, one that 
feareth God, andeſchewerk evill, Na 
further, One thar ſpeakes of G 
the n_ thar is right, and is ac- 
| cepted God in prayer, both for 
himſelfe and others: and yet, He 
| writeth bitter things againſt me. 

H 2 


we 


_—_—— 


Jam,5.1r. 


Job 13.36, 


Cap... 
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We findin that Goiden Plalme, 
where David perſonates the 
Church, ſhe thus beipeakes God. 
Thow haſt rhewed thy people hard 
things: thou haſt made us to drinks 
the wine of aſtonichment, or trem- 
bling. It 15 an allufion to men ad- 
dicted to drunkennefle, the effect 
of which being long practiled, of- 
tentimes ends 1n a conti and 
habituared trembling, Thou haſt 
ming:ed us ſuch a bitter potion of. 

rovidence as poſſeſlerh us witha 

ale, making us torremble in e- 
very joynt, to reele to and fro, and 
Ragoer like drunken men : And this 
thou haſt done, nor to (trapgers, 
bur tothine own peop!e. 

We muſt needs yeeld, that Zion 
is the Mountaine of Gods Holi- 
nefle, beauriſull for (cicuarion, the 
joy of the whole earth, che City 
of the great King, and God is| 
known in her Palaces for a refuge. 
Thar ſhe is the Orbe wherein God 


_— —  ——— 


appeares glorious to the Sons of | 
men, 


: 
» 


| down weeping by the Rivers of 
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men, Ont of Zion, the af of 


beauty, God hath rchined,” Thatir is 
the Theater upon whach God 
comesforthto act his terrible and 
wonderiull worees, » Judah 
God known, his name is great in It- 
rael; In Salem «© his Fbernacte, 
and his dwelling place in Zion, There 
brahe he the Arrows of the Bow, the 
Shield, and the Sword, andthe Bat- 
tel, And the Lord hath choſen 
Zion, he hath defired it for his Ha- 
bitation, This is my reſt for ever: 
here will I dwell, for I have defiredir, 
Andyet the Daughter of Z;ox fits 


Babylon, bemoaning her (elfe in this 
CEw and blubbering out her 
complaint thus, / ans in butterneſſe, 
Ard againe, He hath build: d ag arnſt 
me, andcompaſſed me with poll and 
travell, And Verier5, He hath 
billed me with bitterneſſe, he hath 
made me drunken with wormwooed, 
And Verſe tg, [ remember my affli- 


Plal.tz2. 


Lan.r,4. 


Cap.3 5. 


(ton and my miſery, the wormwood 
H3 and 


—_— 


———. | 
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andrbe gab all, . Here 1 fiop, 1 might 


therienthes ſeen the truth of 
this Concluſion, ler us in the next 

place make ſome enquirie when, 
end in what caſes, God may be aid 
ro deale very bittery with his be- 
loved ones; which we may mainly 
demonſtrate in thele followingpar- 
ticulars,viz, 

When God {mites inwith an af- | | 
fliction,, Job felr the leaſt finger of 
Gods hand far heavier than all his| | 
other maſſe and multiplied Crol- 
ſes, The arrows of the Almighty 
are within me, the poyſow whereof 
drinketh up my ſpirit, = tery ors of 
God do ſet abanhes in ar ay ay ainſt 

nee oe not ſo. eh Be: 

prtivity, as the a 

arms of Gods * cakove, that 
ſo deeply wounded "he Churches 
heart, Swrely y Thy ler me is he twr- 
ned, he — hu b ainſt ” 
all thedey. As the love _—_— 
better to a ſoule than the beſt 


things 
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things of this wor:d, Corne, and! py... 
Wine, and Oyle : nay. berter than 
life it ſelfe : $o the difpleafure of; Plal,6; 6. 
God is worſe than the worſtthi 
in this life : nay, than death it 
ſelfe. One frown from Godis more 
grievous than all the ſmiles in che 
wor'd are joyons, The Apoftle 
_ » We wreſtle w againſt flech 
andbloud, but ag ain Sn 
ag ainſt power s,&C, ence I infer 
ef gt ſo terrible ro have the 
powers of hell; how dreadfall ivit 
thento have the powers of heaven 
engaged againſt us ? Here is God 
and not Man, Spirit and not 
fleſh, 

It was once E//'s diflwaſive Ar- 
gument tohis Sons, If one man fin | 1$awin.15; 

ainſt another the Fudge thall judre 
bins: but if a man fin againſt the 
Lird, who tchall entreate for him? 
In our contendings wirh men we 
may have Sec bur who dare 
joyne iſſue with ns againſt God ? 
Man may deale 4 ont with man: | 
| H4 may, | 


Eph.6.14., 


_— 


at 
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, nay, (1n the ſirength of Chriſt ) 
| man with devils: But who can 
Pal 33.z, Rand before Omniporencie ? Thine 
| Arrows ſtick f. ſt in mt, and thine 
: bandpreſſeth me ſore. This 1s very 
bicter, 
2 | Hidden affliftions, When God 
hides ſrom a ſon'le the particular 
Plal.qz. | Cauſe of anaffliction, Why art thou 
| caſt down O my ſoule * and why art. 
| thoud-(quictedin me? It was no |it- 
| * a male - ary dos 
| ble, whenſhe had thoſe frugl: 
inher wombe, that ſhe m4 
; the reaſon: And therefore ſhe 
Gen,25.22 goes toenquireof the Lord, Why 
Felix qui 9% 1 thus? A diſeaſe found out 1s 
potuir rerun Halfe cured: bur till rhen very 
cogxaſcce | bopcleſſe, Alas ( ſaith the poore 
Can/as. ſoule ) if I knew the ſpeciall and 
pamicular cauſe,why God ſo and ſo 
ceſtifieth againſt me; I wou'd re- 
more it, that the effefts might 
ceaſe: Bur ſeeing I am ignorant of 
this, What hope? I may walke in 
bitrerneſſle all my daics, 


Inward 


' not oniy skin-deep but heart-deep. | 


—_—— 
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Inward atflictions, Such as are 


| Þ 


Sinking down to the ſou!e, and | 
weighing upon the Spirit, Theie | 
are vety heavy and bitter, Foras | 
chole joyes which are kindled in 
cheheartby the Holy Ghoſt are un- 
ſpeakabie : So thoſe afflictians 
which wound the ſfou'e, anddarr 
the conſcience, are incollerabie, | 


' T he ſpirit of a man will ſuſt aire his | Pro,18. I4, 


infirmity: but a wounded ſpirit who 
can beare ? Not huge Arlas him- 
ſelfe. No Herbaliſt cou'd ever yet ngerd oþ 
ſhew me, amongſt all thole varie-| '« © Fas 
ties of ſimples in nature, the medi- | _ ws 
cine that cureth a wounded loule, ' ;, 1,umeſ 
No, no,inthis allare Phyſicians of | Dew.Carr, 
no value, None can da it bur the | in v6, 
balme in Gilezd, and the Phyſician | 
there, 
Sudden aflictions are much dil- | 4. 
guſted, and become very birrer,' 
When afflitions give us a {urprize, 
like a whirlewind ogftorme at Sea, 
When we have our eye upon one 


point 
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point or quarter, and affliftions 
come in at another, Our expeRati- 
ons are from one end, & evils come 
in at another, When they thro 
in at our back-doores, then 
there as we never expected them, 
Suddennefſe or nnawares contri- 
bures very much to rhe dirrernefſe 
of affliftions, Thus the wicked 
are threarned, that their deftrutti- 
on thall come as a whirlewind, And 
Moab tobe deftroyed in a night, And 
this renders Chriſt's comming to 
judgement more terrible, That he 
will come as a Thiefe in the night, 
ſuddenly and _ -x$ 

It 1s reported, that the Bafilich 
and Man ſhoot fuch venenationar 
each other, 'from the eye art a di- 
ſtance, rhat wherher hath prioriry 
of aſpettion is deſtructive to the 
other withont corporall contacti- 
on, Sore I am, furprizing evils are 
oppreſſing evils, When dearh 
ſeemes rocome in an h4c nofte, and 
rake away our ſweer one 
with- 
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without any conhderable fum- 

mons given by fickneſle, ( as hath 

beenar this Time ) it is very bitrer, 

When God ſends Croſles flying 

upon us as Arrows, iwitly, and h- 

lently, they wound ſharply and 
| 


\ 

ory doe _ aſfiiti- | 5+ 
ons, A little weight lying long up- 
on the back, at. | grows pony 
derous mn " ome. Dawd 
was weary of his groaning. When 
each moming ſcems to be big-bel- 
lied, and to ” forth a new 
griefe, When affiictions ſucceed 
yr ns other : Cp—_ 
{pringing up 2frer another.and one 
Hi dba aſter another, When 
_—_ are like unto Jobs Mel- 
rs, one treading upon the 
hee'es of another, and preventing 
one another, How many changes 

had that man ? Oxen and Aſles are 
gone,, Sheepe and Servants are | 
Joe, Sons and Daughters are 
gone, When we have not to ws 
with ' 


Pro,27 My 


PO —_— 
- 
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' with fingle afflitions, bur whole 
- armies at once aflaicc us, When 
| we may ſay, as Jacobs wite in ano- 
Gen,zo.tr, ther cale, A Troupe commeth, 
'When we are let to bicker with 
bodies, and to withſtand whole 
Plal 43.9. broad-ſides, When deep callerh 
- / unto deep, Take a ſtone, caſt ir 
| into a Pond, and preſently ye will 
fee IT another: So 
when God p a poore ſoule 
' with afflictions, like waves at ſea, 
Gutta caves that it ſeems overwhelmed: When 
lapider,-- he keeps thebackcontinually bow- 
[ape caden- ed down, that there is no time to 
looke up and get a breathing : This 
is very ſad, Marble decaies at 
length with continuall drop- 

pings. 
6. f When = ace exerciſed with 
pping affliftions, Which may 
be calleq ſo in a double reſpeR, 

Viz, 

I, When we are deprived gf an 
only enjoyment,the want of which 
makes agreat breach,as if all were 


gone. 
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one, Thus it was with Naows 
_ what nearer than — 

Sons ? In being depriv 

chem ſhe was ftript indeed, And 
thus it was with Job, what nearer 
than Sons and Daughters ? He ne- 
ver looked upon himſelte as a na- 
ked manuncill they were gone, Ir 
is threatned as a great patt of Je- 
zabels pumiſhment, 7 will kill her | Apoe.2,25, 
children with death, 

Looke as it is inan houſe, ſome 
goods may be removed, and per- 
haps not be much mifled : Bur 0- 
ther Utenſils againe are to much 
for uſe and ornament, that the 
want of them leaves an houſe very 
naked, Evenſo, our Children are| 
more to us thanall we have in the 
wor.d befides, Let houſes be ne- 
ver (o well fraught, theyarevery | 
empty if Chi' be wanting, | 
What wilt thow give me, ſeeing I go | Gena1542, 
childleſſe ? 

When we are deprived ef all at | 3, 
once, That we are ( asit was _ 

( 


——— — 


= 


7 


' as do rhrive and 
| When they are like rhe + 
| o'd, 
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of the man ) left utterly na- 
ked, is tripping indeed, If a 
faire and beaurifui] Apple fall from 
our Tree, we ate diipleaſed; bur if 
not one it, then are we 
troubled, Thus God threatens Ido- 
tatrous Iſrael, to ſtrip her nak-d,and 
fet her as in the day that rhe was 
borne, So 18 Naomi, notan Hus- 
bard, nor a Child, And 7ob, fe- 
ren Sons and three Davghters in 
the morning, bur in atrice all dead 
Corpſes, One Chicken ſerves the 
Hen to brood over, It was com- 
forr to old F2c-b,that in the want of 
Joſeph he had a Benjamin : Though 
Joſeph is not, yet Benjamin is, It 154 
great mercyall our Artows ate not 
_ bur there remaines yer ſome 

afrs inthe quiver. Bur when all | 
is taken away at once, .4a$ with a 
wer finger, this 1s to be lefr naked, 
and is very bitrer, 

And laſtly, increafingevills, fuch 
ow upon us, 


| 
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old, ſwelling from the ankles to 
the knees,thence tothe navell,and 
at laſt to overwhelming, When 
they come on by degrees, and the 
orcareſt is reſerved for che laſt, 
When the dregs lye in the bot- 
rome, and the laſt mocſe!] proves 
the bicrereſt bir, Juſt chus ic is 
with Naoms, firſt, ſhe is afficted 
with Famine, next ſhe is forced 
abroad. afterwards deprived of her 
meet help,her Husband, and laſt of 
all,of hertwo Sons, Whoſe hearr 
wou'd not have tendred to have 
ſeen Job give audience to thoſe 
mournſull Meſſengers? One comes, 
Job,your goods areall ſeiz'd; Very 
lad, I am beggar'd, Another, Job, 
your Servants are laine ; A grear 
deal ſadder.here is precious lite ra- 
ken away,A third,nay Job,bur here 
1snotall, I am ſent unto you with 
more heavy tidings than all this, 
Job, your Children are every one 
ot themdead, ſuddenly, vi , 
evenall at aclap, and in the mi . 
@ 
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of their mirth and rejoycing. 


There might you have ſeenſhatre- 


the grape and of your Chi dren 
mixed together, What ſayyou to 
this Job? Oh ! mms Then Job a- 
roſe.&c, And the like ſhors did 
the wite of Phinchas withſtand fo 
long as ever ſhe was ab'e, 1ſrael is 
defeared : veryſad. Your Father- 
in-Law, Brocher-in-Law, and 
Husband aredead : O griete | Bur 
here isnotall, The Arke of God | 
1s taken away 3 This laſt ſhot her | 
tothe heart, Then she bow:d her 
ſelfe, and travelled, for her paines 
came 0: her, 


As it isthe god!y mans bleffing, 


red cups and skuls, the bloud of | 


that hs light rhineth more and more 

wito the perfett PET SO it 1s rhe | 
wickeds curie, that his night com-. 
meth ox more and more, ua ill at laſt | 


he inherit the blackneſſe of dwrkneſs | 
(for ever, The god.y, atrer all the | 


manifeſtations of rherrFathers | ore,, 
find the beſt wine reſerved lat : | 


Bar 
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Buc the wicked, after- all his 
plagues, at laſt makes vp his mouth 
with the very dregs of divine in- 
dignation, The nearer unto which 
aſtiiftions we do approach, the 

more birrer they mult needs be. 
Hence it is plaine, Gods waies 
are not as mans waies, Wedea'e 
bountitully with rhem- we love, 
and bitter;y with them we __ 

ofeph isdiſtinguiſhing!y free to hi 

po a Ar Rad Elkanah 
gives a worthy portion £0 his be- 
toved Hannah, If any aske the 
reaſon, why God is {o heteroge- 
neous an. this diſpenſatien? I an- 
iwer, ſecret things belong unto the 
Lord,. whoſe judgements are a 
greardeep, on:y revealed rhings to 
us, Iris no impurationto be Ly 
norant of . things not revealed, 
Where God doth nor ipeake, rhe 
eare ſheu'd nor irch with defre ro 
heare,  Ler us not toare over high 
with our waxen wings, . Godie- 


1nto 


| verely puniſhed thole that pryed ſobrietacon | 
I 


Den.29.29., 


Japrre ad 


 Fi/marrof Macah., bs { -- 


intothe Arke. The Phyofopher 
while he gazed of the heavens, fell 
intoa Pit unawares, As {oonc,and 
ſooner may we line out the way of 
| lemamorme eck,coofathle 
in the waves, or of an Arrow in 
the Aire, as find out: che was 
which God walks in, Only bere- 
| in we may lately reſt, Say ye rs the 
Ifg.3.19, righteous, that it shall be well with 
him, And all things thall works to- 
gether for Good to them that love 
God, 
Such is the admirab.e power 
| andgoodnefice of God, that he can | 
bring iight our of darkeneſle, and 
good our of erill : yea, he can (o| 
over-rule the nature of thipgs,that | 
what of A wou d contra- 
rate he will cauſe to co-ope- 
ends them ſervefor much 
good, He can ſweeren bitter wa- | 
rers, and make warers of Mar ab | 
become waters of life, Bur leſt any | 
1 Tiw.&4. ſou'e ſhou'd be fick abour this 
| ded Te. queſtion, and lay, Why ame thus ? 
(LOTS Thee 


—__ 
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Theſefo!)owing reaſons may mini- 
ſter ſome fatisfaftion unto ſober 
minds, viz. 

The firit Reaſon reſpedts firi. 

* Sometimes God mffits them as 
Caſtigatory ftripes becauſe of fin, 
It ispoſhbie whileſt they are in the 
fleſh Saints may fin: nay, it 1s im- 
poſſtb'e they ſhou'd nor fn, True, 
He that is borne of God doth not com- 
mir ſin, that is, as ſome do unpar- 
donably, or,as the wicked do con- 
rinually, as one in his proper tle- 
ment, he ſirmerk not witully, pre- 
ſumpruouſly, impenitem'y,oc, yer 
not ſo, as if he cou'd not, ordid 
not ſm; God; pureſt peop'ehave 
their ſpots, Solomon bids 2 chal- 
lenge to all the wor'd, Who can ſay, 
I am pre from my fin? None juſt- 
ly. In many things we all, 
The grearelt ſeite-juſtifhers will 
prove the ereareſt felfe-decervers, 
Takeit inthe Apoſtles own words, 


' If we ( marke we Apoſties and 


; Saints ) ſt that we have no fin,we 
| 


deceiue 


— 


F 2 
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deceive our ſelves, and the trmth is 
mot in us, James, firnamed for ver- 
rue the juſt, reckons himſelfe a- 
mongk offenders, There is a Ge- 
neration that are pure intheir own 

es, and yet is not waſhed ſrom 

ner filthineſſe : And Igueſſe none 
to, be blacker in Gods eyes than 


'thoſe that are whiteſt in their 


own, Nitre, Sope, and Show- 
warter, will not waſh off their ble- 
miuſhes, 

Nay further, - it i5 plaine, Saints do 
not only ſm fimply, but trankrtive- 
ly, even My duty, and 
doing good, 

There 1s not 4 juſt man that doth 
good, ard inneth not, It was once 
the perverſe diſpute of ſome Pela- 
gians, Whether by the abſolute 
power of God, a jult man might 
not liveonearth without Gn ? Bur 
what have we to do withthe ab- 
ſolure power of God, when his 
pleaſure is otherwite ? we have 
cauſe here to be humbled for the 
imperteRtion 


So ſaith Solomon,| | 


| 
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unperfection of our perfection ; 
at beſt like the gray morning, 
not :Ccleare day, Though we do 
ſome things that are: of the lighr, 
yet wedo not want the reliques of 
darkeneſle, | 
Sin hath ſome life in usftill on 
earth, our ſanRtification beingnor 
yet: abſolute, which God luffers 
mainely for three reaſons, wiz, 
1, For the exerciſe of our faith, 
patience, and conſtancy, He leaves 
tome enemies againlt whom we 
may fight the good fight of faith, 
as the Canaanites were left in the 
Land toprove the /ſrac/ites, 2,For 
ol ES to _ ye | 
ow we are © ro 
Gods _ and how excellent is 
that deliverance we have by Chriſt, 
Hereby we come to know the be- 
nefit we have by grace, to which 
we muſt make our recourſe, Did 
we not feele how powerfull fin is 
to over-rule us, we cou'd never 
have known the vile ſervitude of 
I 3 hn. 


Joſh.ro, 
33,0, 
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fin, under which we lay bynature: 
nor the excellent / grace of Chriſt, 
w deirerance is procured, 
We find, that if the re.iques of Gn 
be ſo turbulent, how wou'd it 
crouble us, & tyrannize, were it in 
irs full vigour? 3, For his own 
prearer glory, and Sathans greater 
confuſion, Like Conquerouts that 
ſlay not all enemies, bur reſerve 
ſome alive Caprive for the day of 
Triumph, to be pur ro death for 
their greater ſhame, and the Con- 
querours greater glory, Thus is 
thuah dealt with thefive Kings that 
made war againſt Gibeon, So Jcius 
Chriſt, the Captaine of our Salva- 
tion, ſubdues all enemies, our fins : 
yer ſome remaine encloſed within 
ns, (as ina Care ) reſtrained by his 
wet from their former liberry, 
and when the battle is ended he 
will urter}ytpoi'e chem of life. 
This being 1o, men ſhall ſmart 
for fn where ever it is fornd, 


Saintſhip 1s no ſheiter, The beſt 
chid 
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chi'd will + c>rs mare _ _ 
other, and an ing Son 
lick of the whip, yea, Gods own 
Son if he undertake for finmers, So” 
long as we have in us this bitter 
root, we may expect ſome Hitter 
fruir, If Davids children ( in Co- | Plal.g1,36, 
venant with God ) breake his Sta-.| 3133. 
rutes, and keep not my Comman-- 
| dements ; then will he vike their 
| cranfgreſion with the rod, and: 
'therr 1niquity with firipes, | 

Sainrs themſelves do never re- | jobq1s, 33. 
ceive the full application of free- 
dome from affliction till death, 
Yer theſe are caſtigatory, not con- 
pn They hare the Croſs, 
bur not the Curie, Correction, 
but not Condemnation, A good' 
and 2 bad man may lye under alike 
calamiry, and enthere is the diffe- 
rence; to the one It is a Chaſtening, 
ro the other a puniſhment, Suffe- 
rings may be alike in the narure 
and meaſure of them, and yer dif- 
fer in the acceptation, A Mer- | 

TS. a 
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chant and Malefactor both crofſe 
the Sea,in one and rhe ſame Ship: 
| Totheone it is the purſuit of his 
; Calling,andfor gaine,to the orher 

exile and baniſhment, Correcti- 
Job.5.14. Onſtands for agood caution, Sin 
Piſcndfims 710 more leſt a worſe thing come unto 
ſapis.- . thee; The fins of Saints are more 
; diſhonourable unto God. and cut- 
' ring £0 the heart of Chriſt than 0- 
thers : therefore a ſmarxer rod may | 

| hang at their gird es, Greatneſle 
of mercy aggravares the greatneſle 
Amos 3.z, Of fin, and addes to milery, Tow! 
only haye I known of all the Families | 
of the earth: therefore I will punich 

you for all your iniquities, 
| Againe, ſomeximes God dilpen- 
| ſerh afflictions, as medicinal Pils or 
Potions, to procure the ſoules 
health, Let no manalſcribe to af- 
fictions more than 1s their due, 
they cannot worke of themſelves, 
m being ſanctified of God, they 
avea threefo!d operation, 


1, For the prevention of fin, ! 
— 
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o0y are thole thornes with which Hoſ 2.5. 
God hedgerth up our way that we | 
| may not hind our paths, Natural- 
| ly weare like unto beaſts, deſirous 
co breakeforth into wrong walkes 
and paſtures : God will by thee 
prevent our extravagancy, and 
keepe us withincompals, If chey go | 
on,they ſhal prick themlelves to the 
bone. Phyſicians open a veine,nor | 
on.y to cure, but many times to! 
prevent adi'eaſe, God knows our 
diſpoſition, how inclinable we are 
to this or that evill: And that we 
ſhou'd nor fall into theſe, he ſends 
| us ſiclneſſe in body, {adneſle in| 
| ſoule, loſſes in our goods, triends, | 
| children, &c, And theſe,by od 
| bleſſing, become goiden brid'es, to | 
| curbe and reſtraine us from thact,| 
| which otherwiſe we ſhou'd ruſh 
| upon and commit, Whenthe peo-! 
'pe ſaw Amaſa wallowing in 
þ!oud. every one that paſſed by 
ftood fill : When we are in the 
hor purſuit of fin, yea, in the very 
chaſe,' 


z Sam 20, 
Iz, 


_— 


Pro,6,10- 


Pro. 3034 
Judp.nF, 


Jonab.r.y. 
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chaſe, birrer afflictions terve ro 
giveus a ftand, Stand in ave and, 
ſin not, 

3, They ſerve to awaken us our 
of fin, How apt are we - rake a 
Iweet nap the Lap of our De- 
li lah, our ond aſts'> And how 
unwil.ing to be diſturbed ? Yer 4 
little Nleep:, alittle ſlamber, a lntle 
folding oft hands to ſleep, How 
long did Dvd fleep under the 
pai of aduttery and bilondthed | 

ore he was awaken by Nathan? 
Sin hath-a ſtrong power tochatme | 
us into a deep ileep, Solomons 
Drunkard continues fleeping upon 
the topof a Maſt ; Sampſer a wy 
ming when enerves are upon his | 
back; And F»»4b hath his ſenſe: | 
faſt lIacke up when there is bur a | 
poore p.anke or \ inch-boord be- | 
rwixt him and death, Who fallen | 
imo a lethargy can awake himle'fe? 
No more can men awake them- 
ſelves ont of rhis ſpiricuall lerhar- 
gy. Secure ſinners marter nor, 
though 
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though the houle be on fre abour 
theireares, 

Now lanQtified affiiftions are 

meanes, both to awake us. and keep | 

us wakefull, Thew holdeſt mine ' pp1,,, ,. 
exes waking, Both the eye of my | | 
body and mind, How comesthe | 
Pialmiſt co be {o wakefull ? Even 
by being plied with afftictions, Afy | 
ſore ran, 1 was troubled, my ſpirit | 
was overwhe[med, [ am fo troubled | 
that I cannot peaks, 8c, David in 

his heavy affliction of tpirit cond | 
lay, My fin ts ever before me, andic P'a-gt.3- | 
was unto him as a Monlter, very 
horrid and formidable: Whereas | 
before in his jollity he was lenſi- | 
ble of no ſuch thing, Looke upto | 
God. and beleech him inchis glaſs | 
to diſcover unto thee the thing 

that doth thee all rhe annoyance, | 
chat fn may by htr'e and litt'e go | 
our, ard grace drop in, Manya 
ſon'e had flept the ſleepe of death ' 
itGod had nor ſent ſome awaken- 

vg atfiction, to ſhake them by the 

(hon der, ' 


ee 


| 124 | PP aers of Marah. 


ſhoulder, and ſhour aloud i their 

, Cares, 
3, They may be ſaid co cure the 
x Per,2.34. | foule of Im, But what then be- 
comes of the bloud of Chrift, by 
| wholeſtripes we are healed ? An- 
{wer,Nogreat difkcu.ty to unlooſe 
this knot, take it in ſhort, cha- 
ſiſements may be ſaid to cure the 
ſoule mediarely, but not immedi- 
ately: forthey are meanes to bring 
ro repentance, which in its order 
' and place leads us to the obrain- 
ing of pardon, and Godevergives 
when he forgives: Pardon of fin 
and power againſt fin areconitanc 
concomitants, and a double por- 
tion from God given to the (ou'e, 
Sorhen, thebioud of Chriſt is the 
only loveraigne Medicine of ſouls, 
Meliores and afflictions drive us to ſeeke the 
ſwnt ques "cure, Ta be wonne by love ſhews 
vg a ſpirit very Evange'icall, and che 
pay wie love of Chriſt ought to conſtraine 
| carrigat fs WIS yer many ve lee arg, brought 
moroAug, home to Chriſt by the weeping 
| croſle, | 


eta 
— > ——_— —_—_ 
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 crofle, The Prodigallin proſperi- | 
' ty had forgotten himlelfe, bur ha- 
| ving gone a ſeaſon to the ſchooie| mehiuere 
of 1ad experience, at aft hecomes | uatiuere 
to himſeife, The Dungeon prea- 
ched to Manaſſes the dodrine of 
erue Religion, And fellowſhip 
with the beaſts taught Nebuchad- 
neazar humuity, Aﬀictions and 
the Crofle are Gods fileto take off 
our rult, and make us bright, 

Then er usnot looke at preſent 
aſperity bur furure profit, Ar firft, 
Job ſomething d the Lords 
viſitations, bur in the iſſue of thoſe 
great troub.es he was of another 
mind, Ns chaſtening for the pre- 
ſent ſeemeth to be joyous, but grie- 
vows: yet nevertheleſle afterward 
it yee!derh the peaceable fruit of 
righteouedle. No child rakes 
pleaſure incorrection, for the time 
it is unpicaſant and irkeſome, he 
cries out, O good Father '! goon 
Maſter! and thinkes he hath no 
worle enemies in the wor.d : Bur 

when 


permitted to live as he lifted, Re- 
| .crving of Pils,and drinking of po- 
' tions, the cutring and lancing of 2 
man, and putting long tents into 
Eademeſt | (younds, thele are not joyous for 
16440 4{- |rhe preſent: And yer, the hea'th 
pine que ib 5 cured ''afee ds 
midicme, | Wn 15 Procu artcrwards 
brings joy, So aff ictions, though 
irxelome to thefleſh, yer they are 
who'efome tothe Spirit, In nature 
' the body is molt heairhy when the 
| ipleen 1s imalleft:And the tou. e 1s 2t 
| beft when the body of fin that ipi- 
ric m vs that lufterh to envy, 1s 
brought lowetft, Heavens detigne 
in this dilpentarien is to kill that 
which won d kiil us, The rime is 
| comming, th which the fou-e ſhall 
| Plagirg, 7, ' ſay, It is good that I was affiifted, 

| Bleſſed be thoſe aflictions that 

| he pedo keepe me out ofhe'l,and 

 robring me to heaven, 1 may ſay of 
Amara ra- ſar®iified affidtions as he aid of 


ſruftus. 


ax P | . * . * 
-"q | rerrue, The beginning is as bitrer | 


as 
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when he commeth to yeares of diſ- 
cretionhe praiſeth God he was not 


| 


PV aers of Marah. 


as gall or wormewood: But the 
ſhall be ſweerer than ho- 


"The ſecond reaſon of the poi 
doth reſpect grace, God i out 
ſuch birrex dupeniations againſt his 
beloved ones, 

To goa __— To my 
there ſparke of a fpiri 
likinchefoule We Cons 
infiruments be in rune by imiti 
upon them : our hearts are 
Inſtruments, and when he {mates 
upon us, they ſend fortheitherrhe 
ſoupd of nature orgrace, God led 
Iſrael in the wildernefle to prove 
him and to know what was un has 
heart, Nortthat Godis ignorant of 
our eſtate, but ro make us 
what we are, and giveus a hight of 
our ſelves, A Pilot is bet known 
inaſtorme, a Souldier infight, and 
a Saint nafflifion, This day will 
make us diſcerne betweene a tree 
and a man: Some weeds being 
rubbed offend the ſenſe, whereas 


I: 


— — 
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Pomander Chated yee'ds 2 comfor- 
cable ſmell, Afﬀiictions diſcover 
the carrion-ake corruptions of 
ſonic, biit are as the breaking of a 
box of oynrment to others, What 
is this man, or that woman( faith 
God ) Silver or Droſſe? Corne or 
Chafte ? Fleſh or Spirit ? He ſhall 
no longer diſſemb'e with the 
word and his own ſou'e, Le make 
him appeare in his colours, Under 
the Croſle the godly pray, the wic- 
ked often blaſpheme, 

To try grace, We ate comman- 
dedtoproxe all things, yea, out 
own ſelves; To dea'e with our 
ſelves as the Go'd:mith with his | 


God, ay” our ſelves to the 
rouchſtone of triall, the balance of | 
che SanQtuaty, to ſee if we be right | 
metall and weight: yea, to pierce 
our ſelves thoronoh, and-ſee if we | 
be ſoundathearr, All is nor Go:d 
that glieters, A vatniſhed Pafte- 
board or painted Poſt may ſhine 
till chey come to ſcouring, That' 


may 


—__ 
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may ſeeme to be grace which is 
hot, Jacob may miſtake his Sons, 
No flower in the garden but a 
weed may be found to relembieic 
in the wi d wiidernefle, It is pof- 
hble nature may(Parrat-iike)coun- 
ter;eit heavens language, A man 
may walke in a Saints habit, and 


———— 


| 


{peake with an Angeis tongue,and 
yer he himfe'fe a deviil incarnate, 
Therefore God wiiltry grace, whe- 
cher it be of the right (tampe or no, 
The Apoſtle ſpeakes of the criall 
of faich, and concerning the hery 
ttiall, God hath his frein Zion, 
and his furnace in Jerwſa/em, and 
he will meit men, for what elſe 
ſhon'd he do to his peop'e? As 
God gives grace, ſo he will ery 
orace, 

Saints, look to your ſincerity, 
for one time or other God will m 
lome way try you, Here 1s a man 
(faith God ) proclaimes his own 
righreouineſle, and there is a wo- 
man hath much ro ſay for her ſelfe, 


I Per.1.7, 
Cap.4iz, 


K put 
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put them into the fire, bring aſfit- 
ion upon them, let us tee what 
metal] they are of, O my brethren, 
I gueſs thetimes approach,you and 
Lmay betried to the bottcomewhe- 
ther grace or nograce,and whether 
rrue grace or feigned grace, If ever 
it beput upon us, whether we will 
receivethe marke of the beaſt, or 
lole all commerce and incomes in 
the wor'd: whether we wall fall 
down to the Image, or into the 
hot fiery furnace : whether we | 
will fide with uncircumciſed ones, | 
| or ſuffer afliftion with the peop'e / 


Iran 


of God : whether we wul run! 
with men __ the —_— — 
riot, Or arting from evi 

make ahh Oo. a prey : By that 
time. our daygrows 1o hot,the hid- 
den things of the heart will be 
munch manifeſted, In the fre the 
chaffe is conſumed, but Go'd re- 
maines, and is purified, Pinch- 
ing weather (carcheth unſound bo- 
dies, | 


OR 


et... ti. 
—_—ﬀ_— 
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To preſerve grace, Sa't (ave 
keene and ſearching thing, yet 
preſerves meat from purritying, 
And the Croſle ( a bitrer pecce of 
wood, yet ) is a gfeat prelervative 
of grace, Froſt 1s ſharpe and fear- 
ching bur very wholtome wea- 
cher tot ſound confimumons, Aﬀe- 
ions are very wholeſome airefor 
grace to live in, Search, and you 
may find this true upon yp own 
ſpirits ; Proſperity 't a ful! feaſt) 
is apt to make us duil 2nd dronhie 
in holy duties, then have welefſe 
mind of God, and pray ſe:domeft 
and co'deſt, An Army mm peace 1s 
ſubje& eirher ro mutiny, or mil- 
imploy themſelves, In proſperity 
is the greateſt danger of our (oules, 
Thendo we leaftteare,and are ſ00- 
neſt overtaken with'pride,hypocrt- 
Ge,ſecurity.uncleannes, and all evi]. 
Solomn, who had the mo!t profpe- 
rity. fellthefon!eſt, Bur aflichons 


ſerretomindus of our duty, and 


toquicken us in the ſame, Under 
K 2 the 


V1 


| 132 VP aers of Marah. 


the Law the fire upon the Altar | 
mult not go out, grace is an hea- 
ven-botne-fire.or holy flame, kin- 
dled in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt, which the devill and fleſh 
go about toextinguiſh, therefore 
a Tic,1,h, | WE had need aret wrugcy,to re-kin- 
die or reviveit, AfMiictions heip to 

blow it to abrighter flame, 
4. Toexerciſegrace, Thoſe are the 
ſweetelk and wholeſomeſt waters 
that run amongſt Rocks,Stars ſhine 
brighteſt in the night, and graces 
are moſt g.orious under exerciſe, 
Such ſhall befound unto praile,and 
honour, and g'ory, at the appea- 
ring of Jeſus Chrilt, Therearerwo 
exerciſes for the godly, 1, The 
| Scriprures ; 2, Andthe Crofle, We 
muſt expect to be exerciſed incha- 
Renings, that is to underyo many, 
Habitus ac-| One action makes not an exercile, 
| iriezr ere-| It doth not render a man a Soul- 
i aria | dier thathehath fought once, or a 
—_ marriner becauſe he hath been at 
Sea once: Neither is he exerciſed 
in 


- 
——_—— — 
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in aMliftions that hath been once 
| afflicted, We mult paſſe through 
| many tribulations, God will exer- 
Cile us daily, It is the uſe that ma- 
keth perfect, He that is not uſed 
to running cannot run well, and © 
of the cell. The body grows cor- 
rupt for want of exercie, and fo 
ſhall we, if we be not exercited by 
; aflictions, 
| To encreaſe grace, Saints are] &%. 
. not perfect in this life, bur theſe 
| bitter waters being ſprinkled upon | Nemo in b4c 
; them are meanes to hep their -\ "x 
growth, Zachary, after he hadbeen |?” _ 
dumbe a ſeaſon, ſpake more de- 
vourly the myſtery of Salvation, 
A man in danger of drowning 
ſtrercherh our his hand tothe ut- 
moſt extent to lay hold on ſome 
twig : So will the hand of faith,to 
lay ho'd on Chriſt, God doth fo 
rurne theſeſtones into bread, thar 
his people come forth very much 
improvedour of afflictions. There- 
fore laith Paxl, We glory in tribu- 
K 3 lat ions, 


A 
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Rom.5.3. | latrons, knowing that tribulation 
work-th patience, andpaticnce expe- 
rience, and experience hope, And 
the trying of your faith worketh 
ience, Habits are (irengthened 
frequent a&ts, The more we act 
grace, the fironger it grows, The 
morethele Cedars are ſhaken with 
winds of affliction, the more deep- 
(ap | y they become rooted, Being |1ke 
pon alme trees, flouriſhing the more 
; Cath of che weight that hangs 
uponthem: Or uke Antews inthe 

Poets, gathering (trength by their 
fails, Aſtictionis good with grace, 
but freedome 15 evill withour, | 
That conditioncan never beſadin 
whichgrace is gained, 
Beſides, the 11ck chi.d is moſt in- | 
da'ged God is very tender over 
his tick chi. dren, They receivema- 
ny a ſweet viſit from himduring 
their aſfiiftion. and no time like 
that for the hearing of prayer, No 
people io prevaient with God in 
prayer as thoſe who are refined. | 
| When 


Jam, 1.2, 


Zech.l3 9, 
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Whentheſe Sons of Levi are refi-| / 
ned as Silver, and purified as Gold, 
then are their offering's acceptable 
and p'caſant unto the Lord, And 
frequent it is, Chriſtians creaſure 
up more experience of God ina 
licrlerime of adverfity than in all | 
their life-time before, AMitions | 
found Job a good man, bur they 
icft him an experienced man, even | 
to ſelſe-abhorring, So faith the | 
Text, I have heard of thee by the | "WR: 
hearing of the eare * but now mine | Ka: 
ove ſeeth thee, Wherefore I abbor my | 
a ent in duſt and arhes, | 
| The laſt Reaſon doth retpect Reaſop $ 


"hs afflitions make us long| x, 
for glory, How apt are we to fit 
down ſhorr of heaven ? Some in 
profits and pleaſures, and others 
in ſelfe-righreouſnefſe > The. Rew- | Deur, 2, 
benites ind Gadites, ſeeing a Coun- | 
trey pleaſant, and fit for their pur- 
pole, had no mind to paſſe over 
Jordan, Had we no affiiftions we 
K 4 ſhou!d 


Mil.;. 
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ſhould looke for no other heaven, 
Bur atfiictions beipeake us thus, 
+ Sou:e there remainerh a reſt to the | 
peop.ec of God, bur here is nor thy 
reſt : So long as thou .ivelt here 
thou ſha.r Fnd thou art upona Sea 
; of troub'cs, rofled to and fro up- 
on waves of milery and never ſha.t 
| be quier ri!l chou harbour jn hea- 
| ven, Whereupon the toute chan- ' 
' geth choice, D.ſirivg to be d'ſſolved, | 
| and tobe withC hriſt, which is far | 
| better. Nay, hence ſhe comes to | 
be wholly made up of defires,emp- | 
tying her je:fe inthele breathings, | 
I fee ir will never be better with | 
me till Ibein heaven. and bath my 
ſeifeſoule and body in tchole rivers 
of joy. Here is a wi.dernefſe there | 
[13 a Canaan: Here the beſt Roles 
have thornes about them, there is 
vothing that oftenderh : Here all! 
things at beſtare bur birter-ſweets, 
there is no bitrerneſle at all, In 
Chriſts preſence is the tuinefſe of 
| Plal.4s'2. | JOY. My ſoute thirfteth for God, for 


a 


—— 
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the living God: when shall I come and 
appeare Pefore God? | 
Forrhus they groane from their 

very hearrs for the redemption of 
| their body. to lay a{:de their bur- Rom.8. 23. 
; dens, and to bec.oathed vpon,that ' z Cor. $.4- 
| mortality might be 1wa..owed up 

of ike, And cry, Come Lord Jejris, Apoe,rs, 
come quickly, No woman with 
chi d more hearri y de..certh de icc- 
' ry from the burden ſhe wa:kes| 

with, nor any Jew e:er looked} 

more earneltly for the Jubi-| 
| le, than they for that time, The 
| wor d is a barbarous 'onntry, and; 
| heaven a ſweet home. a p ace of 

defre, The {ou.C grows imp tent 
| of delay. and can never recci. ce; 
ſatisfaction till that day arite upon 

ir, 

| Theyare meanes to fit and pre-| 2. 
pare usfor g.ory, There is ama-|., _ 
| king of men meet to be parrakers | MY | 
' of the inheritance of the Saints in 
| ighr, And the ſame Apolt'e reis us,' Rom. g, I 


| as there are veſſels of wrath firred *3: 
| (or 


'Ve laud.b i 
| bi vite b0- 
minum, {4 
ab/que muſe- 
ricordi 4 
ai/ſcutias 
cam,Aug, 
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(or made up) to defiruttion: So 
there are veſſels of mercy afore 
prepared unto giory, I know there | 
are tio maine things on Gods 
part to make up this aptitude in 
man, viz, 1. The powerful! opera- 
tion of his grace, whereby he ma- 
kerh us new creatures, r Cor, 15, 
5o, 2Cor,3.5, Joh.3.3, 2, The! 
mercifull accepration of his good 
will, whereby he covereth ourin- | 
frmities, and accepteth of our 
weake endeavours in Chriſt, as | 
perfect obedience, And this ho'y | 
preparation comes between the | 
Elect and glory, which worke | 
affiictions he'p very munch co 2d- | 
vance, | 

Selomon (auth, To evzry thing | 
there us a ſeaſon, a time toweepes and | 
4a time to layoch, There 1s Tempus | 
determinatum an appointed time, | 
it 15 g00d for us it be Tempus oppor- 
tunun, 4 fit time, When the Sun 
ſhineth on one de, it caſteth a 
ſhadow on the other, Bitrerneſle | 
rreadeth 


| 
| 
| 


-—  — - 
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| creadeth upon the heeles of finfull| y.vc tem « 
| pleature, It is a biefled thing to) pus flendi 
have therime of ſorrow here that) f & #1fi 
joy may {oow hereatter, So our ”- yur 
Saviour, Bleſſed are ye that weepe | 1,4 6.21, | 
now. for ye shalllangh, 

In the De:nge of o d, the ſame 
waters which drowned the wic- 
ked of thoſe times bare vp the 
Arke. and preſerved Nh with 
his Fami'y, Pumſhments to the 
wicked are the beginning of he!.1th 
corments, bur atflictions ro the | 
godlyare he ps to heaven, They 
!ai.e upon thele bicter waters to 
that ſafe harbour, AfMictions are | 
Gods tooles with which he hews | 
and ſquares his living ones. and 
makes them fit to be laid in the | 
heaven'y Jeruſalem, The way to ! 
the joytull Canaan was through the 
howling wildernefſe, God 1s uied 
to bring his peop'e through fire 
and water, betore he bring them 
into his weaithy p'ace, Thoſe are 
darke and firaight paſſages thar 

lead 
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14u7 per an- | lead into thele ſpacious manhkons 
guſta ad an- | of iighr, The way to heaven is by 
gup a. | the gates of hell, We muſt through 
A&.rg. 22, | much tribulation enter into the 
| Kingdome of God, What ſhall I 
ſay more? The Son of God was 
preiented with gall and vinegar be- 
tore he drankethe wine new in his 
| Fathers Kingdome : that is, he 
dyed a moit curied death before 
he came to live that mo!t bleſſed 

ate, 
Methinkes this might beas ſugar 
: to {ieeren afflictions unto us, A 
ſick man will drinke bitter potions 
Lo procure pertect heaith, A wo- 
man endures great paine and lore 
rravel: for the joy ot a man-chid, 
'The Husband-man will ſow in 
wincer that he may reape in har- 
veſt, O let us be wiling to ſow in 
rearec, that we may reape 1n joy, 
| Seed-time for the molt part 15 not 
very joyous, there is much co'd 
and r1ine endured, and the Seed 
at prelent ſeemes to be loſt : Bur 
| when | 
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when harveſt commerh thencomes 
the joy. So theiced of righteou!- 
nefle 1s town in atfiichon in this 
life, bur great joy ſhall be at the 

enerail har-elt inthe ie to come, 

hen we ſhalinor know what (or- 
row meaneth, bur ſhali haverhoſe 


| zoyes which neither eze hath ſeenc, 


nor eare heard, neither entred into 


o| the heart of 11an to concerve, 


And now I p.ace this as aconciu- 
fon to theie reatons. that there 1s 
abundance of wiidome and mercy 
ſhining torth in thele difpentatt- 
ons, God will not pur new wine 
into.o d bott'es, nor tender hard 
meat to weake ftomackes, fuch as 
arebabe: in Chritt, Whi'eft Chri- 
ſtians are weake their triais ſhall 
not be {irong, He debares with 
chem in mealure proportonated to 
theirfirength, and will nor ſuffer 
them to be rempred above what 
they are ab.e, It he purpoſe heavy 


 afflictions, he will tay till chey be 


ſtrong enough to beare them. Paxl 
be gins 
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| Rom, 4.1. 


Plal: 10. 


Fee nn 


begins his Hieraticks chus , Hin: 
'f bat is weake imthe faith recorve you, 
| but not to dowbt full drſpur ations, And 
| certainly It 15not for young Novi- 
cez in Religion to dijpure points, 
( like children which delight in 
| Knives that will hurt them ) much 
| lefle to meddie with jug\ino Jetu- 

| ites. that have diftinions | 2r their | 
| fingers ends, verling themleli cs in 
nothing elſe bur contro: eriies : 

| advile 1uch, fiudy rather ro live | 
' well than todi# ipute, Neither 1in- 
| deed are thoſe to be allowed, the 
| conftant renour of whole di- 
{courſe rendeth to litt e berter | 
' than to puzle poore {ou.cs.1 re ad | 
of a Philoiopher, which but on. c | 
boaſted thar he cou'd ho d Argu- 
ment, and difpure of : any Pohnon, | 
true or falſe,a who!e day: And the ; 
Lacedemonians baniſhed him.conli- 
| dering him as one dangerous amone 
thecommon people, and a firlel- 
| low to difturbe the peace of the 
State, Et nuac reves prudenter agite, | 
ernd:- | 


| 
j | 
4 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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erwdit ionem percipite, 6 jndices terrs, 
Bur hec obiter, 

Thus, wn difpening afflictions, 
God obleryerh this rue, He will 
nor deale too bitterly with babes, 
orlay a mans burden upon a chi'ds 
ſhoulder, A wile Merc hant com- 
mits his (trongelt botromes to the 
moſt daygerous Seas, And a Ge- 
nerail puts his beſt Sou:diers upon 
che hardeſt ſervice, They were of 
Davidsworthies that brake through 
the Philiſtines ho(t ro ferch the wa- 
rers of Bethlehem: Dxvid had many 
in his Army, bur they are Champi- 
ons of approved valour and pro- 
weſle that are put upon this de- 
ſigne, Evenſo God will not purit 
upon weake Chrittians to backer 
with an Army of firong trials and 
afflictions, bur tuch as have obrtai- 
ned experience and (trength of 
grace, 

The Uſes rwofo!d, the firſt of 
which 1s dire&ed to the free, and 
the latter co the afflited, To the 

free 
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free it peakerh rwo thibgs, O ye, 


neiſe, or at molt bnt taited ſome 


gar and wormewood, 

Be charitab e rowards others, | 
Wrins not out more wormwood 
into their cup by your raſh and un-, 
charitable cen'oriouineſle, I dilco- | 
ver a doub'ediftemper very Epide- | 
mica!l amongſt them which are | 
called Chrilizans, 1, Their carri- | 
age is very {uper:1.10us rowards | 
the weake, 2, And their cenſures 
very uncharitab.e towards the af- 
flicted, Thele rwo are very evill 
hcknefles, which we ought to ger 
cured, Here 1 have libertyto pinch | 
the lartcr, to cruſh uncharicable ' 
cenſurings, | 

It ts a ery 11] but common thing, | 
to judge of perions and eftares, 
whether good or evi.l by their out- 
ward condition.and caluaities that | 
befall chem, Uſvaliy men charge | 
[great guilt upon them that are: 
| oreat- 


—  -- - 


[3 


| 


ti)at as yet have not taſted birrer- ' 


crums of gall, and drops of vine- | 


' 
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| \ and prepoſterouſly ro deicanr 
| L 


greatly afflicted, Sarely (fay they) 
he is a man whom God hates, He 
_=_ themoſt ſorrow, and there- 
ore the moſt fin, Thus Chriſt him- 
lelfe was numbred with the tran(- 
ereſlours,when he was only woun- 
ded tor our tran'greſſions, For 
while he bare our griefes, and car- 
ried our ſorrows, he was elteemed 
ſtricken, ſmirren of God, and for- 
ſaken, Likewiſe, thoſe exemplary 
judgements which betell the Gals- 
leans, and thoſe upon whom the 
Tower of Silo: fell did render them 


| very obnoxious tocenſure : There- 


fore, our Saviour takes it off, Say- 
ing, Szppoſe ye that theſe were ſin- 
nexs above others? I tellyou nay, but 
except ye repent ye thall 'all likewiſe 
perich, And the Barbarians of Me- 
lita, preſently ſhoot their fools 
bolt againſt Paul, (a great deale 
more venemous then the Vipers 
tooth,) No denbe this man « 4 
murderer, So apt aremen peeviſh- 


upon 
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Iſs. 93. 


Luk.r4: 
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upon the ſufferings of orhers, 

To diſſwade from this, know, 
1, Cen(uring is againſt a Goſpell- 
command ot Chriſt, Judge nor,that 
is, raſhly, or rigidly, miſconſtrue 
not doubrfull chings,exaſperate not 
ſmall things, Who art thou that 
Periculoſum| judgeſt another mans ſervant ? 2, It 
eft de ſerve | 18 againſt Gofpell-charity,or Chri- 
alierimſj# | tian love, which thinketh none 
dc micr! exill, 3, And laftly, It thwarrs the 
right uie which every one ought to 
42 + [make of his own o—_— onſiderin 
| thy ſelfe, Burt alas ! It is natura 
| for men to reflect upon others, 
with negle& of themielves, Like 
Plutarchs Lamie, or Fairies,which 
carried their eyes in their heads 
when they went abroad, but when 
they came home put them up ina 
boxe, Whereas Paw, looking into 
himelfc, was of another mind, he 
thought himſelte the greatcſ fin- 
ner alive, witnefle his own words, 
2 a The leaſt of Saints, the preateſt of 
"A ſinners, And did we bur ſhake our 


RY HM own 
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ownboſomes, 1 meane,marke the 
corruptions of our own hearts, 
and aberrations of our own lives, 
I am ſure we ſhould have litrleluſt 
or leiſure to cenſute others, 

| Doubtleſſe ſm'is' the ground of 


milery, and miſery the eftect of fin, 
And therefore whatever God 
principally intendeth, it is good 
tor ns to acknowledge fin as the 
canie + clearing God, and accufing 
our elves, it is righteouſly chus 
with me, No afflithon buris firſt 
tnus merited, qo for 
ſv, The Poſition of one cauſe1s 
not the removing of another 
where many concur : Neither 
doththe affirming of che principall 
caule deny the lefle principal, Yer 
\ both arerobe conſidered, and thar 
| according to their occafionallener- 
'egy, And therefore when the Dil- 
| Crpies propounded that queſtion 
| abourtthe blind man, Maſter, who 
' did fin, this man.ov his Parentr,that 
he was borne b{:-d? Chriſt aniwers, 
XX Net- 


[OP 


Lam. 3, 29, 
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Non art 


ſed poteſia- 
| tw.Ambr. 


Eccl.g. 


1 Sam,4. s, 


Neither hath this man ſirnednor his 
Parents 3 but that the workes of God 
showld be made manifeſt in hims, This 
he'doth nor-ſpeake «rac; fimply, 
for both he had finned, and his 
Parents had finned: Bur the mea- 
ning ts, the {ins of this manand his 
Parents were not the caule, why he 
rather than all fumers was borne 
blind : But that Gods glory might 
appeare in his cure, And therefore 
one well obſerves, this giving of 
Gght, to a man borne blind, was 
notacure of Arr, but of power,So 
that alchough fin be the meritori- 
ous, yet it 15 not alwaies the mo- 
vine Caule of affliction, 

Gods ſecrer dilpenſations / are 
not for us todeicant upon, Known 
unto God are all his own workes, 
bur none of us know citherlove or 
hatred by thele common events 
that happen alike to all, I might 


—_—_— alarge enumeration, El;,a 
Pri 


of God and agoodman3 yer | 


ſuddenly brake his neck by falling 


| 
| 


backw ard 


backward from hisſeat : Jonathax, 
a faithfull friend, and ſ(worne bro- 
ther to David; yet falleth by un- 
circumciled hands : , The P 
tharcame ro Bethel, paſleth with 
moſt for an holy man; yet 1s killed 
in his way a by Liom Jopahaa religi- 
Prince, none like him 3 yer 1s cur 
off and flaine n_the prune of his 
time, in the Valley of Megrdde : 
Jobs Chiidren were welleducated, 
and inherited many prayers : yet a 
violent and ſudden period is pur ro 
their lives: What {ay we unto 
theſe ? 
; | Paradiſe and Purgatory are not 
more contrary notions than the 
eſtares of Saints are different as tO 
this,Some areled by a gentle hand, 
others paſle through many ſtormes 
before they reach the harbour, 
How unceſlant are the trials and 
conflicts of ſome ? A man would 
thinke it as impoſſible tor them to 
reach heaven as to clunbe up to 
[the clouds, Burt let us learne 
L 3 from 


— —— 
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from hence,If Gods hand be againlt 
chem, ler not our tongue be againit 
chem, To him thar is afflicted pity | 
ſhould be ſhewed, The Lord | 
knowerh (though we do nor) why | 
he ſuffers ſach holy and humble 
ſoules to be ſo much diſquiered, 
Ler us ceaie cenlures, and rather 
cremble at, and adore the ſove- 
raignty of God : that hath ir in 
his own hands, how, and by what 
way he will bring ſovles to hea- 
ven, gun 
A Be careful} 'of your own ſclvres, 
: Reftnor in any preſent immunity, 
bur prepare for furure contingen- 
cy. Linde knowſt thou how ſoone 
God may cauſe this bitter cup to 
paſſe from-rthy brother and pur ir 
into thine hand, Sufficient unto the 
day is the evillthereef, Every day is 
a new life, and bringeth its own 
cares along with it, O have not 
_—_ hearrs ſoftupidly ſecure as to 
inſenfible of the changes of Pro- 
dp—_— One asking his _— 
W1 


— 
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Will you pleaſe to dine with me to| yy, 2 mu 
morrow? His anſwer was, I have tu amy 
not had a morrow for theie many | roftinzm 

| ares, Soule, thou haſt ſeen what | *** $464, 
15,and hath been: bur thou knowſt 
not what ſhall be, To day thou | 

art rich: To morrow thou maieſt | 0aniaque 
be poore, To day in health: ro | parry 
morrow fick, To day alive: to as. 5 
morrow dead, Today children: to | ; 
morrow childlefle, The cleareſt day | 

may ere night prove darke and 

cloudy, 

Therefore two things : firit, fit; 1, 
looſe from your enjzoyments, cr | of 
not your heart on them, Ye then I 

- , 17-30, 
as if you w[ed them not, Be not to, 
buſce with theſe Cockle-ſhells and ; 
royes upon the ſea-ſhoreas to. or- 
get the ride, which ſweeps away 
all on a ſudden, Say to thy ſelfe, 1 
know not how ſoone God willbe- | 
reaveme of my only beloveds, and 
take away ſrom me the pleaſure 0! 
my heart, and that which is pre. i- 
ous in mine eyes, Ar pretent I have | 
7, BE: 009 
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| plenty and proſperity, my belly 13 
| folly Chmdabe cans xls 
| thed, Now my houle is richlyfur- 
|niſhed, and my Vine and Olive 
| branches, wife and children fir 
' round about my table. Bur I know | 
' not how ſoone {tripping times may 
| come, that mineeyes ſhall behold 
none of all chele, Thele things 

| may give us theſlip, and falure us 
with anabruptVale when weleaſt 

expect ir, Commonly when we 
thinke our ſel:es moſt exempred. 

from trials then are rbey at our| , 

| heeles, Ir is our wiſdome to ſul- | | 
| get our ſelves when our path is | 
' moſt plealant, Iread of Nero that | 
| Tyrant, who having a beautifull 
| Ladyto his Empreſle, would ſome- | 
' times ſalure her with thele words, 
| O goodly face and neck | bux when 


I lit it ſhall be cut off, Say to thy | 


{weereſt outward cornforts Ofaire' 
mercies ! but when God will ye | 
muſt all becur off, 
2, Nay ſecondly, Sit loole {rom | 
your 
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your own ſelves, Seife-deniall was | 
our Saviours Doctrine, and is the | Mac.1 6,24. 
very inſtirutionof a Chriſtian.One | 
way or other, ſooner or {ater,God 
will try what you will do, God 
willſee ifhe can prevaile {o far with 
you,as to and c:eavecling unto him 
whenall is gone, Belceeveic God 
will not harbour ſuch as he knows 
not what to make of, ( I ſpeake 
after the manner of men ) None: 
ſhall want their crialls, Soule. un-| 
der colour of Religion thou maiett 
retaine a great deale of '(eife in 
thee, and God will put thee co it, 
Selfe-deniall is of large extent, 
Thinke nor alwaies to carry thy | 
courſe evenand faire, and to go on 
ſmoothly with peaceable living, 
and formall praying and hearing : 
God will ſurely rake acourle ſur- | 
ther than thus to try what is in 
thine heart, The wind may blow 
long and loud upon the found f:de 
of arree, and the treemake a ſhift 
to ſtand : Bur when it gers into 
the 


Mat.r6.25. 


#c 


| ments, God and thy Children, 


| Wars of Manah. | 


the hollow of the tree,and affroms 
it on therocten fide, then it puts 
it hard coir, ten to one to layit 
under teer, O know that ſmoorh 
and unblameable walking will not 
ſerve your rnrne, thereis a greater 
worke lies upon us, to ſick and 
ttand ro our tacklings when the 
Lord eftectuallyrries us, 

Now fſoule, ice and conſider 
well what thou haſt co do, If it be 
to brought about, rhou canſt nor. 
both hold God and thine enjoye | 


God and thy Life : canſt thoucloſe 
with God, be faichfull unto him, 
and content with him withour 
theſe 2 Here thou arr putto it in- 
deed, Whoſrever will ſave bu lif- 
| thallloſe it * and whoſoever will loſe 
hs life for ”y ſake thall find it, 
And this may ſerve for them that 
are free, 

The Uſe in the next place is to 
the affifted, And to them aloic| 


ſpeakes rwo things : | 
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The firſt is comfort, It is faid of |, 
the waters of Marah, that when 
' they werelo birrer, as the people | ( 
| could nor drinke, upon» Meſcs his | Exod.1y. 
crying unto the Lord, the Lord 
ſhewed him a tree; which when 
he had caſt into rhe waters, the 
waters were made {weer, The Do- 
Etrine is a bough of thar tree, The 
Lord may deale wery bitterly with bus 
beloved ones, And (Oo itis, Lord. be- | Job.11.3. 
hold, he whom thou loveſt us ficke, 
which is alſo applicable ro all orher 
ſufferings, Lord, behold. he whom 


thou loveſt is bereaved ot his Chil- » 
dren, deprived ot all.&c, Whens the Heb i : 
Lord loveth he chaſteneth, and ſcour- ' 


veth every Son whom he receiveth, 
Thar 1s, into his love and favour in 
this life. and into his Kingdome 
in the lite ro come, And yer the 
{cope of tharScripture ( marke the | 
place ) ſpeakerh unto ns lorivgly, 
as unroChi'dren, This was Davids , $.. v2. | 
comfort. Alrhough my houte benot 5, 
to with Ged: yer he hath made 
with 


— 


D —— 


with me an everlaſting Covenant, 
ordered in all things, and ture :for 
this is allmy ſalvation, and all my 
hope, alrhough he make 1t not to 
(grow, The meaning 1s, though my 
| Family have nor that flouriſhing 
| projperity,bur there are many ene- 
| mics againſt my houle, and my 
Children murtiny amongſt them- 
ſelves: yer, all this ſhall nor fru- 
[rare the free promiles of God 
|made unto me, and 2rounded on 
| the Meſſiah And this was his com- 
fort, and his hope, inthe want of 
| outward proſperity, 
| Beſides, they come from a Fa- 
ther,not an Avenger, out of love, 
not rigour: and he that hath one 
' hand upon us, hath another under 
our heads : and the one is not 
more firerched our to imire 
than the other is to conſolare, 
When by reaion of fin and ſuffe- 
ring the whole head 15 hck, and the 
whole heart is faine, Chrilt laies 
down himſelfe as a Pullow for the | 
ſoule 
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| foulero be refreſhed upon: by the 
| application of his own righteout- 
| neſſe, and the conſolations of the 
ſpirit, And though all ſhould be 
| taken away, yet there can be no 
want where there is Gods love in 
Chrilt, 

The ſecond thing which this 
Uſe ipeaketh is countell ; and that 
in ſome particulars, viz, 1f the Al- 
mighty have deaic very bicrerly 
wath any, 

Be ienfible ot ir, Not only of the 
{marr of the ſuftering, but who 
ſends it, and for what end, Benot 
hike feniciefle Ephraim, whole 
(trengrh ftrangers devoured,bur he 
knew 1t not,and though gray haires 
were ſprinkled upob him, Jer he 
knew nor, Ir is the Lord thatgr- 
veth being to all things, actions, 
and motions. both in the decree, 
and-in their actuall exiſtence, Shall 
there be evillin aCity ( that is, not 
the evill of fin, bur of ſuffering ) 
and the Lord hath not done it? He 
formeth 
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formeth light, and createth darke- 
neſſ, & he mikerh peace, and createth 
evill, As we lee by themotion of 
the Celetiiall bedies, the airebe- 
comes either licht or darke ; even 
to bythe change of Providence we 
mect with proiperity or adrerlity, 
peace ortrovble, God 1s the ruler 
of the whole Umrverie, wilely or- 
dering it, partly by his direction, 
ard partly by his correction, in 
both wh h we ought to fee a di- 
vine hand, Therefore faith Job, 
The hand of God hath tonchcd me, 
And this good woman, The hand 
of the Lord is none cut againſt me, 
Chriſtians, lookneither to the right 
hand, nor to the left, but upward, 
Know that afflictions ſpring not 
ont ofthe duſt, Blame nor chance, 
blame nor inſtruments, blame nor 
ſecondary cauſes: The Almighty 
hath dealt very bitterly wit me, 
The Scripture is Lex logn-r:5,and 
| this Language, My Son, 


f 
ſhiſe not the chaſtenins of the Lord, 


«Jo n-1ther | 
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neither be weary of bus correfiion. 
Whence we learne, that when 
erialls are laid upon us, and we 
{aile in bitter waters, we muſt be 
careullto ltecre off two extteames, 
1. We multnor faint under them, 
breaking forth wto paſſionate or 
ectperare ipeeches, Never was any 


ſoathicted as I, oh ! this is greater | 


than I can beare, 2, Neithermuſt 
we deipile them, or ' ſet light by 
- nes itis God that chaſtencrh, 
whatloever the rod or unfirument 
be which he ulerh, 

Inthe ſecond place, be humbled 
under it, Sad atfliction ought to 
worke the heart unto ſerious hu- 
miliation, Thus Peter, Humble 
your ſe[ves therefore ( marke there- 
ſore ) wnder the mighty hand of God. 
And David, hand is heavy upon 
me, I acknowledged my [in unto thee, 
and mine iniquity have I not hid: 1 

aid I will confeſſes my tranſgreſſions 
_ Lord, O ler As. t of 


Gods hand upon you or your Fa- 


miles. 
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milies bringyouto your knees, Let 


the force ot it make you fall down | 
before him in the confeſſion of fin, | 
This is another bough to make 
{weer theſe bitter waters, The 
Lyon of the Tribe of Judhiparerh | 
a poore proſtrate creature, There | 
isno other way to breake the vio- | 
lence of adivine firoake from God, 
bur humblyto tununder his hand, 
They have humbled themſelves, 
therefore I will not d-ſtroy them, 

Nay more, this 15 the onl 


God himtclite will dwell in the 
humble hearr, he will rake up his 
quarters there, O happy exchange |! 
Orich ſupply! O gaine ull lofle ! 1 | 
have parted (maiett thou tay) with 
an ={{ate, a Child,ec, But I have | 
God in reſer;e. Blefied arethole | 
atfietions which fit a ſoule to be 
God: fecond heaven, 


In the next place, take revenge 


uponſfin, WhenGods hand is up- 
on us, it is good our hand be upon, 
in 


— 


meanes to gct the breach repaired, 
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hn, When God falls upon us by 
bitter atfi&tion, we ſhould fall up- 
| on in by birrer ſorrow. © 
motrification,&e.God eyes moſt of 
all what effects afHictions do pro- 
duce,We ought in a ipecial manner 
roconſider the death of thoſe whi. h 
are neare and deare unto us. Son or 
Davghter; Itmay be God hath de- 
prived us of chem for the puniſh- 
ment of our fin 3 'it may be they 
are takenfrom us becauie we were 
unworthy of them; or ve auie we 
eloried too much in them. or were 
not fo thanktull for them as we 
ought, Such ute as this the wid- 
dow of Sarepta made upon the 
death of her only Chud, Ar: thos 
come write me to call my fir to remens- 
brance, and to flay my Son? upon a 
doe tearch you will find Sin 1s the 
Achax that hath cauled all this 
trouble : do execution upon it, 
When J-ſabe/ heard that Elijah 
had ſlaine all Ba«/s Prophets, ſhe 


—_— IF. 


takes a profound ( yet profane ) 
M cath, 
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oath, So let the Gods doto me, and 
more alſo, if I make not thy life as the 


life of one of them. O ſay, Sin hath 


opened the birter fountaine, Sin 
hath brought this birter griefe,and 
if I ſufferit, will bring me more, 
Sin hath bereaved me of my Chil- 
dren, Sim hath wrought me all this 
milchiefe, the grace of God I 
will forthwith labour the death of 
fin, Pluck it out, though it ſeeme a 
right eye, cut it off, though it 
ſeeme a right hand or foot, ipit ut 
out, though it be a {weermortſell, 
out with it, though ir be a beloved 
Sin, Conſtantine the Great, hearing 
that nothing would cure his Le- 
profie, bur the bloud of an Infant 
ript out of its mothers wombe,the 


good Emperour abhorred the ve- 


ry ing of it : Bur fin is (0) 
cruell, as it would have borh the 
bloud of our Seed.and of our Sonls, 
It is reporred of the Bezor (the 
creature which hath rhat cordiall 
ſtone) being hunced, and —_—_ - 
_ y 


þ 


Waters of Matah. | 16} 
by inſtin& the cauſe, leaves the | 
ſtone ro the Purſuers to {ave his 
life, Let the credit of thar lye u 
on the affirmers, But Brethren, le 
reli you, afliftions are ſent out 
from God,anddo puriue us tothis 
end, to getfrom usa ſtone: And it 
is no precious bur a moſt pernu..1- 
ous _> the __ the heart, -mhox 
Surely it 1s not worth keeping, O | "9 
Caſt a away, with or Fa and 
luſts, that theſe Beagles may not 
tooſorely ſeize upon you, Say, O 
Lord, diſcover unto me this fin 
which engageth thee againſt me, 
and makes thee contend with me ? 
Tellme what it is,and take it away, 
chat thou mayeſt withdraw thine 
hand, and be at peace with chy 

e Creature, We muſt caſt the 
ead of this Sheba gver the w 
before ever bitter afflictions wi 
make a retreat, | 
Againe, Juſtifie God, Sore afii=| 4, 
; ions do lay ns open to cas 
lea 
man 


! 'remprations, And ( as a 
bs 1 M 3 : 


—Q_ __ ——— _—_—— 


= 


A 


| PV atersof Marah, 


man ſhewerh in his Expoſition up- 
on Job,) it is the Devils defigne un- | 
dcr (uch dilpenſations, ro provoke 
usto have hard thoughts of God, 
and to be (uſpitious ot his love and 
g00d will towards us, How apt 
are men in affliction to ſay as that 
wretched Prince did, Behold this 


._ | evill i of the Lord 5 It 1s a thi 


very connaturall with the Sons 

Adam to lay their baſtard-brats ar 
other mens doores, nay, rather 
than faile,tolay the fault uponGod 


Gen. 3.124] himſelſe, The woman whom thou 


gaveſt to be with me, ſhe gave me of 
thetree,and I dideate, O Adam, a 
neat evaſion, but this Sophiſtry 
will not ſerve your turne : Know 
thetefore by ſad experience the 
fault was not mine in giving you 
the woman, but your own 1n ta- 
king the fruit from her hand, and 
eating it, againſt rhe eſe ro- 
hibition you received from God : 
And by this time where are you 
Adam? Whoſe now is the fanlr 
Adam ? 


—_— 


—_— 


. 
, 
. 
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Adam? And thus mortall man 
would ſeeme more juſt than God, 
* | and morepure than his Maker, © 
have a Care, Ger to be grounded 
in this Principle,that God'tseflen- 
ally juſt, juſtice and purity are his 
_ nature, he cannot-be God 
and be unjuſt, Therefore under the 
bitterett croſſe give glory to the 
| Lord God of 1ſracl, and make con- 
| feſhonanco him, ſaying, Righteo:u 
art thou, O Lord, when I plead with 
| thee Be thow juſtified when thou 
| ſprakeſt, and clear when thowjndgeſt, 
| And laſtly, Submit quietly ro 
God, Do not ( as [ſrael of old ) 
murmur at Marth, When Somp- 
ſon had burne up the Philiſiines 
corne, they asked, Who hath done 
this > Soule, when thou art under 
affliction, make inquiry, not into 
thelower, bur higher cauſes, and 
thou wilt conclude, God hath af- 
flicted me. God hath bereavedme 
of my Children, the Almighty hath 
Fi ſhewedme much bitterneſſe, Ler 

M 3 this 


—— —  — 
. 


Jer 11.1, 


Plal,yt 4, 


Judg,zs 6.| 


Toltrare it, 
pautiendia | 
nect[/iia- 
It, ed 
re toherare 
petientia 
virtnt ir 


_ 


Pſa.39-9+ 


Lev.163. 


Iſs *3 s, bf v. 
Mic,7,6. 


_ I— 
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Vgters of Marah. 
this quier;thine heart, and filence 
thy tpazit. under Gods. ſtroakes, 
The inored! bird —_ more he 
the more ſhe intangles her 
ſelfe. .God: hath thee in a inare, 
ſtruggle por, It will be but as one 
takingthe Chaine rom hisleg,avd 
tywg K-.t0-kys neck, It is no ftri- 
vany. againlt the ſtreame 0! divine 
Intent, 

Art thou or thine under al 
mournull eſtate ? Submit, Caſt 
up thine eye towards God, and 
lay, 1 was dumbe, 1 opened not ney 
month, becauſe thou didſt it, Thus 
Aaron, upon the (trange and terri- 
bledeath of his Sons, Aaron held 
his peace, Thus Eli, when he heard 
of that black cloud that was to 
empty it (elfe upon his houſe, It is 
| the Lord, let him do what ſeemeth 
him good, And Hezekiah, under 
his viſitation, What ſhall I ſay ? be 
hath both ſpoken it unto me,and him 
ſelf - hath done it, And the Church,/ 
will beare the indignation of the Lord. 

O 


_ Waers of Marah. 


- content thy ſelfe, and (ay with] 
Chriſt, Sweet or bitter, I muſt 
drinke the cop my Father hath gi- 
ven me, We ſhould be as- Ada- 
mants under affictions, indure all, 

But becauſe it is noeafe thing 
ro quiet our Spirirs, and filencethe 


ſtirs and clamours of our hearts 
under bitrer affliftions, I con- 
ceive it meet to propound ſome ; 
conſiderations helpfull hereunto, 

They may be ſuch as theſe: 

Firſt, confider God is our Fa-/ 
ther, and we may nor limit his 
| chaftiſements. We may nor cell 
him how many ſtripes or laſhes he 
muſt giveus, Children do not on- | 
y rake Corre&tion patiently from 
their Parents, bur alſo reverence 
them. The Child cries out,Ofpare, 

ood Father, but may not limir 
Fim, So we, Mercy Lord, miti- 
gation Lord, but may not limit 
| our heavenly Father how much, 
| Thus the Church begs moderation, 


O Lordrebuke me not inthine anger, 
© 4 - _ 


[PſaL6. r. | 
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I. 


Heb.rt.s, 


——_—_—— 


te, 


| 168 VV atersof Marah, | 


neither chaſten me in thy hot drſþplea- 
Jer,1%.24* (re. O Lord, corrett me, but with 
Judgement, not in thine anger, leſf 
Hav.z%, thou bring me to nothing, In wrath, 
Q Lord, remember mercy, Mercy 1s 
aSaints plea in affliction, Ler there 
beths prelence of mercy as well as 
affliction, Thovgh thy rod laid on 
me1s imart and doth draw bloud, 
| yet let not thy wrath burne like 
fire, Bei:des, we fore him to it; 
Parents take no pleaiare in whip- 

ing their Children, it goes tor 
eort of a tender Father to beat his 
Child. water oſt-times ſtands in 
the Fathers eyes, he turnes his 
RR oy ling ſo, God 
. 23, doth norarflict willingly, bur (ces 
vrianad rneed before he corredts,For a 
| Pet.1.6, {Eaſon (if need be ) __ heavi- 
nes through manifold temprations, 
2 Noaffictionbefalls us bur what 
is incident to men, yea,to Saints, 
1 Car.to, j Be it never ſo bitrer, others have 
13 raſted the ſame bortrle; And inthis 
very kind, Eſax was in his degree 
a 
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amurtherer othis mother Rebeckah,| Gen,27. 
whileſt by his' ungrac ious carriage 
he made her lfe birter unto her, . 
The Shunawites only Childdietb. 


deceaſetrh, Mzury beho!ds her only. 


brah«im muſt ſacrifice his own Son, | 
his i. Son, and upon whom de- Ganges 
pended all che promiies, O what a 
lamentable fght was this, to ice 
Abrahaws about the kiuing of his| 
only Son ? That a Father ſhould 
be pur to this extremity, to be the 
butcher of his own only Chiid ? 
Let us makeit our owncale, and it 
will makeusall ro weep, Contider 
the conference that was between 
them in the way. and it mult needs 
frike Abraham to the heart, FE 
ther, here is fire and the wood, Vat 
where is the Lambe for the burnt of-| 
fering? Alas mychi'd ( faith Abra-' 
bam: in hisheart ) thou muſt be the | 
burnt offering : And nodoubr bur | 
theteares went trickling down his | 
cheekes, 


Son nailed to the Croſſe, And 4- Luk.7.1z- | 


' 


The widdow of Naims only Son! z Kings 4. | 
| 
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cheekes, If the bowels of the har-! 
lot yearned within her when her 
child was to bedivided by Solomons 
{word : What did Abrahams bo- 
wels, when with his own ſword he 
mult re away the life of his own 
Son? O my Son Jſzac, my ſweet 
child, beautihed with ſo many 
glittering graces, enriched with ſo 
many precious promiles, A type of 
Chrift the joy ot rhe world andthe 


only ftay ofmy old age : muſt thou 
be Lake, ne: by hy Fathers own 
hand? Yea, and muſt I burne thee, 
which is the ſharpeſt death of all? 
O! No donbe this pierced 
the Fathers heart, and touched 
him to the quick, 

It was once the Prophers com- 
plaint, [ only an: !:fr, And indeed 
i addes much to affliftion to be 
ſingular in ſuffering, But we are 
compaſſed with a cloud of witne!- 
ſes thar have broken the ice betore 
ns, and do draw in the ſame yoke 


with ns. 
Nay, 


— 


Waters of Marah. 
' Nay, the Apotile 1s very ol 
and th, Wha Sou ts he whom the 


Father chaſtenet b nos? Bat if ye be\ | 


wit howt chaſtiſement, whereof all are 
ahers, then arc ye baſtards and 
not Sour, It is a (purious and 1 
minious thing to be a Baſtard. Ba- 
ltards are deipiſed in feverall re- 
ipeRs, and many brands of intamy 
are let on them:Beang illegztimace, 
and neither to inherit Lands, nor 
tion, asin the c 
of Jephra, ( Although 1 conceive: 
therejulrof that rgour was rather | 
to ſhew how God abbotred un-| 
cleannefle, and to make men avoid | 
it, thentoinflict a puniſhment up- 
on the perſon ſo begotten, if he | 
did abhorre and toriake his fathers | 
ſm,and cleavero God un fincerity,) | 
Well,” ſce{tthou a manwithour | 
the Croſle, not afinger akerh ? Ir: 
is a great fene he 1s a baſtard, God 
willic hoole his ownchildren, The 


Parriatchs,Prophets, Apoltles.yea, 
: __Chriſt 


po 
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Deur.2 3, 


Judg, 11:1» 
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Chriſt himſelfe dranke of chiscup, 
' and if thou be Gods child thou 


him, There 1s not any 
priviiedge, Thas is 


muſt 
one can clai 


a rule indivinity admirs no excep- 
tion, Allthat will lrve god'y in Chriſt 


Jeſus muſt ſuff er per ſccution, 

| - No affliction befals us, but Gin 
did deſerve greater, The leaſt of 
ins delerts are above the greateſt 
of our undergoings, Ezra faith, 
' Thom, onr God, haſt puniſh:4 us leſſe 
than onr inrquities deſerve, Andyet 


'.-!; whoever reads the book of La- 


ment at ions may judge of their (uf- 
ferings, Is any of us afflicted? Ir is 
of mercy we are not conlumed, Ir 
may be thou haft loſt an Eſtate, a 
Friend, a Child, a Comfort: Sin 
did de'erve thou ſhovld(t have loft 
all, and after all thy felfe and 
ſonle in hell for exer, Obrother, 
didit thou bur know in what coine 
Godpaies allSinners, and how he 
makes even with them in another 
world: Thou would heartily =_ 
© 


VF aers of Marih: 

God for the burereſt affliction thac 
herefalls to thy ſhare. Stipendimms pec- 
cati mars eff : The wages of fin is death, 
Conſider further, No atfliftion fo 
ma buric may pang . New 
1es, hungry ones, the 
ſame ſores, our of which rg 
already ſucked their fill, God can yer 
bring more corroding evills upon us, 
God hath yet ſharper Arrows in his 
quive,Hecan tliche cup yer fuller,and 
add to the weight.making it more bit- 
ter and burdenſome, God chreatned 
| ay than once,/w:ll pun (h you 
even times more for your fins Sad were 
it for a ſoul ro make experiment of di- 
vine plagues, Asthe joy of the godly 
Cleareth more and more unto the per- 
fect day of glory and happineſſe ; fo 
the wickeds ſorrow waxeth darker 
and darker, even unto the black mid- 

night of eternall hocrous, 
The Apotile faith, #+ are trow- 
bled on every fide, yet not diſtreſſed; we 
are perplexed. but not in deſpaire 3 proſe- 


cated, but nee forſaken 3 caſt dews, bas 
ha LC 


_— 


Lev.16. 


RT —_—— _—_ 


— 
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not deſtroyed, Brother, it is ſo with 


| (rhee and me, We are butumder the 


Croſle, we mighthave been under,che 
Curſe. Here is thelofle of children, ir 
might have been the loſs of Gods love, 
Here is correCtion, it might have been 
deſtruction, Here 15 a mixrure of mer- 
cy, it might have been pure wrath, 
God might have Cauſed his indignari- 
on to reſt uponus, O woe to that man 
or woman whom divine fury lates hold 


We thinke our afflictions very bitrer, 
\ bur confider, God might have left us 
inaſtate of fin and condemnation.and 
under wrath.and then had we been i:s 


AR.8-213. yorty Tixgias, In the gall of bitterneſſe, 


Laſtly, The conhderation of our paſt 
and furure condition may be, a great 
meanes to work our hearrs onto ſub- 
miſhon, Thinke whar we once were, 
and muſt againe ere long be and it may 


+ much quiet onr ſpirits under wharſo- 


ever breach G od makes upon us. 
Tworhings firſt, confder, how Cca- 

| eſt choninto this world ar thy _—_ 

| ROOTS EP 


upon rh1s1s the very dregs of the cup, 
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Jeb tels thee, Naked came Tout of my [100 rate 
mothers wombe, Job 1.21 Not a cagto 
cover thee, Not a morſell wherewith 


toſuſtaine thee, Not a friend tromuni- 
fler untothee, Sothat let God rake 
What he will, he cagnor leave thee 
more naked than thou waft, Jacob, 
when grown rich, thus beipeaks him- 
ſelfe, With my ftaffe I paſſed ever tha 
Jordan,and now / am become two bands, 
Gen,32,10,I was like apoor foorman, 
I could have carried all my wealth 
with me, and not have been over-la- 
den,though now I am come on, and 
much encreaſed in eſtate, Bur ar thy 
comming into this world thou hadtt 
not ſo muc has aſtaffe, or any thing to 
Ray thy ſelfe upon,O.jt many of us did 
but remember what once we were,we 
ſhould with more th 

what we are, 

And 7 wy how thou muſt 
go our ot the wor'd atdeath,che ſame 
Author tels thee, And nahed ſhall I re- 
turne thither, Whither ? ro theearth, 
out of which we were formed, When 
_ _ death, 


De EI 


3, | 
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death,rhat grimPorrter let: thee one of 
this world,he wiil tutter thee to tike 
nothing along with thee, but a Coffin 
of 2 winding-ſheet, So that ukewite 
whatever God deprive- thereof thou 
haſt as much and more than oneday 
thou muſt have. The Apoitle brines in 
theſe as a firong argument unto con- 
tenement, We brought nothing tnto thu 
world,and it is cert aine we can carry no- 
thing out, Therefore let ms be content, 
1 T;»:,6,7 $, Though friends are taken 
away by death,and comforrs ſeeme to 
faile, yer be content with thy preſ 
lot: Thou haſt ill as much and more 
char thou broughreft, or fhalr c 
away. Yet a little while and death wi 
come to firip thee of all thou haſt, 
and |eayg thee more naked than inthe 
dayrthat thou watt borne. 

O/then, ceaſe murmuringand 'nb- 
mit. ſoy your hands uponyour mouths, 
beg of God a ſweet compoſure of ipi- 
tit.and fayyThe Lord gaveardihe Lord | 
hath tak -» away, bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord. | 

F INIS, 


